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jountless  breastfeeding 
mothersaresufferingthediscom- 
■  fort  of  sore,  cracked  nipples 
It  is  a  common  problem  which 
usually  occurs  in  the  first  few  weeks 
while  the  breast  is  adjusting  to  its 
new  role.  Nevertheless,  the 
condition  can  be  extremely  painful 
and  distressing  which  often  results 
in  anxiety. 

It  is  at  this  point  that  a  new 
mother  may  become  discouraged 
and  decide  that  breastfeeding  is 
not  for  her 

However,  the  temporary  use  of 
the  new,  lightweight  Nursery 
Nipple  Shield  will  give  her  the 
relief  she  needs  and  will  encourage 
her  to  persevere. 

THE  NEW  NURSERY 
NIPPLE  SHIELD-A 
REVOLUTIONARY  DESIGN  ^ 

The  new  Nursery 
Nipple  Shield  by 
Griptight  is  like 
no  other  nipple  Jk 
shield  you've 
seen  before. 

Made  from  the  finest 
quality  pure  latex  for  maxi- 
mum sensitivity,  it  is  so  soft  and 
light  that  breastfeeding  can 
continue  quite  naturally 

The  baby  is  protected 
from  any  infection 
and  sore,  cracked 
nipples  have  a 
chance  to  heal  and 
recover,  freeing  the 
mother  from 


THE  RELIEF  THAT 
BREASTFEEDING  MUMS 
ARE  CRYING  OUT  FOR. 


instructions  for  use 

The  Nursery  Nipple  Shield  by 
Griptight  has  been  proved  superior 
to  any  other  in  extensive  trials  at 


needless  anxiety  and  pain. 

Attractively  boxed  in  packs  of 
two,  they  come  complete  with  a 
leaflet  containing  advice  and 

^^^k  THE  NEW  FREFLO  SHAPED  TEAT  FOR  SUCCESSFUL  WEANING 

4*S!Sr  Yet  another  first  from  Griptight  The  new  Freflo 

^^jr  — cT-^55?*  Shaped  Teat  has  been  specially  designed  to  resemble 
tccovVU'^'IA/V-'/)//  the  shape  of  a  mothers  nipple  inside  the  baby's 
mouth  when  feeding,  and  provides  the  closest 
alternative  to  the  natural  breastfeeding  action 

It  is  therefore  particularly  suitable  for  intro- 
ducing a  breastfed  baby  onto  the  bottle,  once  the 
mother  has  decided  to  wean  her  baby  Making 
the  switch  from  breast  to  bottle  a  happy 
one  This  shape  is  already  widely  used  in 


Europe  and  America  and  is  strongly 
endorsed  by  the  medical  profession. 

Hygienically  sealed  in  eye- 
catching blister  packs,  the  Freflo 
Shaped  Teat  is  supplied  in 
colourful  outers  of  15  Giving 
you  an  attractive  counter 
displayformaximum  visibility 

The  Nursery  range  of  products  includes  teats,  nipple  shields,  feeders,  soothers,  disposablesand  baby 
wipes  Further  details  of  all  our  products  can  be  obtained  from  Karen  Brazier,  Customer  Services, 
Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  Limited,  Oakfield  Road.  SellyOak.  Birmingham  B29  7EE  Tel  021-472  4211 


the  John  Radcliffe  Hospital,  Oxford 
and  is  approved  by  the  National 
Childbirth  Trust.  So  you  can  sell  it 
with  confidence. 

FULL  COLOUR  ADVERTISING 

Whole  pagecolouradvertising 
featuring  both  products  will  be 
appearing  in  major  baby  annuals 
this  year. 

Talking  to  thousands  of  new 
mothers  at  a  time  when  they  are 
most  receptive  to  anything  that  will 
help  them  in  those  first  important 
weeks  of  baby's  life. 

For  further  information  about 
these  exciting  new  Nursery 
products  by  Griptight,  contact  your 
normal  wholesaler  or  write  to  the 
address  below. 

A  KAXC.KOI  I'KOIH'CTS  l!Y  CKII'TKillT 


"What's  the 
quickest  way  to  get  rid 

of  a  bad  headache?" 


How  many  times  a  day  are  you  asked  this  question? 

And  which  analgesic  is  the  first  to  spring  to  mind  each  time? 

More  than  likely  it's  Paracodol.  Because  Paracodol  is  strong, 
soluble  and  fast-acting. 

In  an  independent  study  of  six  widely-used  Paracetamol 
formulations  Paracodol  was  found  to  have  the  fastest  absorption,  with 
the  highest  peak  levels. 

So  it  is  extremely  effective. 

But,  because  its  available  only  from  pharmacies,  your  customers 
will  rely  on  you  to  recommend  it. 

Just  as  they  always  rely  on  you  to  provide  the  answer  to  their 
questions. 

And  just  as,  when  its  a  question  of  fast  effective  pain  relief,  you 
can  always  rely  on 
Paracodol  to  give 
them  the  right  answer 

Now  available 
non-prescription  in 
10'sand  30s. 
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COMMENT 


Sweet  parting 

The  anticipated  passing  of  NPU  Holdings 
Ltd,  and  thus  the  loss  of  a  direct  interest 
in  Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd, 
is  a  matter  for  sadness  only  in  respect  of 
sentiment.  The  company  has  served  its 
purpose  and  it  could  well  be  argued  that, 
had  it  not  been  around  at  the  right  time 
and  for  the  right  reasons,  independent 
community  pharmacy  would  be  in  far 
worse  shape  than  it  is  today  —  even  if  it 
still  existed  at  all  in  its  traditional  form. 

Commenting  on  the  company's  launch 
in  1965,  C&D  said:  "It  is,  in  effect,  a 
gesture  of  defiant,  if  reasoned,  confidence 
in  general  practice  pharmacists'  future  in 
the  face  of  any  unpleasant  developments 
of  commercial  competition  that  may  have 
their  origin  in  the  abolition  of  resale  price 
maintenance"  (the  Resale  Prices  Act  was 
to  come  into  operation  just  a  couple  of 
months  after  the  formation).  As  we  all 
know  now,  that  was  prophetic,  and  those 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union 
executives  and  officers  who  had  the 
foresight  to  dig  the  defences  merit  the 
gratitude  of  both  later  generations  of 
community  practitioners  and  those  who 
have  been  aided  in  their  survival. 

The  same  C&D  leading  article 
recorded  feelings  at  the  time  which  are 
still  so  true  today  that  it  seems  difficult  to 
realise  how  long  the  problems  have  been 
with  us.  "Two  changes  in  retail 
distribution  have  operated  against  the 
independent  chemist.  First,  the  company 
chemists  have  developed  own-name 
products  that  are  sold  nationally  at 
competitive  prices  in  their  own  branches. 
Secondly,  the  spread  of  supermarkets  and 
self-service  trading  has  taken  away  from 
the  pharmacy  and  into  grocery  and  other 
outlets  many  of  the  branded  packaged 
goods  that  were  previously  bought 
principally  from  pharmacies."  What  was 
not  then  predicted  was  that  own-name 
toiletries,  cosmetics  and  medicines  would 
be  appearing  in  the  Sainsburys  and  Marks 
&  Spencers  of  this  competitive  new  world, 
and  that  pharmacies  themselves  would  be 


appearing  in  the  —  much  enlarged  — 
supermarkets. 

But  NPU  Holding  helped  to  provide  a 
breathing  space.  Its  range  of  exclusive 
own-brands  at  least  allowed  the 
independent  to  emulate  the  multiple  by 
underpinning  a  more  restricted  range  of 
top  advertised  brands  with  a  value-for- 
money  range  which  both  saved  the  lost 
sale  and  made  for  profitable  stock 
investment. 

And  it  was  through  the  efforts  of  NPU 
Marketing  that  the  concept  and 
advantages  of  the  voluntary  trading 
organisation  were  spelled  out  to  Union 
members.  From  that  exercise  grew 
Numark,  and  the  competition  gave  us 
Apocaire,  an  invigorated  Unichem  and 
later  Vantage  and  others.  Without  that 
stimulus  and  preparation  of  the  ground, 
who  can  say? 

Today  the  community  pharmacist  is 
no  less  vulnerable  than  in  1965  and,  as  can 
be  seen  from  C&D's  1984  forecast  survey 
( p  1 058),  few  are  confident  about  the 
future.  But  significantly,  it  is  NHS 
remuneration  that  causes  most  of  the 
worries.  In  1965  we  recorded  in  the  same 
week  as  the  NPU  Holdings  launch,  the 
Nielsen  finding  that  independents'  NHS 
share  of  turnover  was  36.7  per  cent.  Last 
week  (pl037)  we  reported  that  it  had 
fallen  below  70  per  cent  for  the  first  time 
this  year!  Does  anyone  still  doubt  that  the 
pharmacist  has  too  many  eggs  in  one 
unpredictable  basket?  We  wish  the  newly- 
independent  Numark  and  the  other 
groups,  every  success  in  pointing  the 
Nielsen  index  back  in  the  direction  of 
1965. 


Chemist  &  Druggist  10  December  1983 


1047 


THIS  WEEK'S  NEWS 


Numark  wholesalers  to 
break  formal  NPA  link 

The  directors  of  NPU  Holdings  Ltd  intend  to  wind  up 
the  company  voluntarily  at  an  extraordinary  general 
meeting  in  the  New  Year.  The  principals  of  the 
pharmaceutical  wholesale  companies  which  form  the 
consortium  holding  50  per  cent  of  the  equity  in  NPU 
Marketing  Ltd  —  founders  of  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd  and  Numark  —  have  agreed 
unanimously  to  take  up  the  remaining  50  per  cent  held 
by  NPU  Holdings  to  facilitate  the  liquidation. 


The  directors  of  NPU  Holdings  Ltd  say 
the  severance  of  the  formal  link  between 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
and  Numark  has  been  brought  about  by 
mutual  agreement  in  a  totally  amicable 
spirit.  "The  company  has  fulfilled  its 
objectives  and  should  now  be  wound  up 
so  that  investors  can  be  repaid,"  say  the 
directors. 

The  decision  was  taken  by  the  NPU 
directors  at  their  most  recent  meeting 
after  giving  careful  consideration  to  the 
nature  of  the  company's  investment 
portfolio  and  its-  function  in  relation  to 
the  reasons  for  its  formation. 

NPU  Holdings  Ltd  was  formed  in 
1965  with  the  enthusiastic  support  of 
members  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  (as  it  then  was)  primarily  to 
provide  a  reservoir  of  capital  which  could 
then  be  re-invested  in  independent 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers.  The  NPU 
Executive  Committee  had  in  mind  the 
need  for  continuing  efficient  wholesale 
distribution  support  and  the  background 
of  the  growing  range  of  NPU  own-brand 
products. 

Difficult  to  justify 

The  bulk  of  the  NPU  Holdings 
investment  portfolio  has  always  been  in 
equities  and  stocks  having  little  or  no 
pharmaceutical  connection.  It  has  thus 
become  increasingly  difficult  to  justify  the 
retention  of  such  a  large  amount  of  NPA 
members'  money,  say  the  directors. 

Furthermore,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  members 
themselves  have  seen  less  reason  for 
investing  in  the  company,  so  the  shares 
have  not  been  readily  saleable.  The 
directors  say  there  has  grown  up  a  waiting 
list  of  members  and  members'  widows 
and  other  heirs  to  whom  the  shares  are  of 
little  interest  and  who  find  it  difficult  to 
find  a  willing  buyer.  (Purchase  of  the 
shares  is  restricted  to  NPA  members 


under  the  company's  articles  of 
association). 

The  directors  say  the  most  successful 
and  satisfying  of  all  the  investments  made 
by  NPU  Holdings  has  undoubtedly  been 
in  NPU  Marketing  Ltd.  In  the  early  1970s 
a  50  per  cent  share  in  NPU  Marketing  Ltd 
was  sold  to  the  consortium  of  wholesale 
companies  who  agreed  to  participate  in 
the  formation  of  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd  and  build  the  Numark 
voluntary  trading  group.  "This  again  was 
a  milestone  enabling  wholesaler  and  retail 
chemists  to  win  back  much  of  the  OTC 
business  which  had  consistenly  been 
swinging  away  from  them  in  the  previous 
decade  in  particular." 

The  NPA  Board  says  it  wishes  ICML 
and  Numark  continuing  progress  and 
prosperity.  "The  partnership  between 
wholesalers  and  NPU  Holdings  has 
prospered  to  the  point  where  NPU 
Marketing  is  now  financially  well  able  to 
stand  on  its  own  feet." 

Numark  wholesalers  say  they 
acknowledge  the  valuable  contribution  of 
the  present  and  past  retail  pharmacists 
nominated  by  NPU  Holdings  Ltd  to  serve 
on  the  boards  of  NPU  Marketing  Ltd  and 


Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  and 
who,  by  so  doing,  helped  in  the  creation 
of  the  group  attitude  of  "think  —  act  — 
work  for  community  pharmacy  success". 

ICML  say  Numark  is  in  a  strong 
trading  position  with  a  consistent  above 
average  annual  rate  of  growth, 
particularly  on  the  NPA  range  of  chemist 
only  products,  which  will  continue  to  be 
distributed  to  NPA  members. 

"The  strong  bond  of  goodwill 
established  between  the  NPA  and  ICML 
over  the  ten  years  of  their  relationship  will 
continue." 

Service  as  usual 

ICML  managing  director  Mr  Arthur 
Trotman,  says  the  break  "will  not  make 
any  difference  to  the  service  we  provide  or 
the  way  we  operate.  "Although  there  will 
no  longer  be  any  retail  directors  on  the 
board  for  the  moment,  there  will  still  be 
plenty  of  input  from  community 
pharmacists  through  retail  liaison 
committees. 

Mr  Trotman  says  ICML  will  continue 
to  use  NPA  mailing  facilities  and  to  work 
very  closely  with  them.  "There's  lots  of 
goodwill  between  us."  (ICML  will  own 
NPA  products  after  the  transfer  of  shares 
and  the  "Nu"  trademark  will  continue  to 
be  used). 

Mr  David  Wright,  managing  director 
of  Numark  wholesaler  Macarthys,  says  he 
is  confident  that  the  strong  bonds  which 
have  existed  for  a  decade  between  the 
franchised  distributors,  supported  "by  an 
enthusiastic  central  office"  at 
Warminster,  will  ensure  that  Numark  is 
further  developed  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  retail  and  wholesale 
members. 

"Although  the  takeover  signals  an  end 
to  the  direct  link  with  the  NPA  as  an 
entity,  we  look  forward  to  continuing  the 
partnership  with  individual  members 
through  Numark  operations.  The 
valuable  input  of  retail  members  will 
continue  to  be  available  through  our 
franchise  committees,"  he  said. 
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More  flexibility  in 
CD  security  rules 
called  for 


Harry  Findlay  (left)  was  presented  with 
a  set  of  clubs  to  mark  his  retirement 
from  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
Chemists  Golf  Society  after  26  years  as 
secretary.  Presenting  the  clubs  is 
Malcolm  Clasper,  1983  captain 


likelihood  of  break-ins  and  stock  levels 
and  not  just  the  physical  security  of  the 
Controlled  Drugs  themselves. 

Sending  CDs  by  post  or  by  bus,  as 
occasionally  happens  in  remote  areas, 
should  be  avoided  where  possible,  says 
the  Council.  Recorded  delivery  or 
registered  post  should  be  used  where  more 
secure  forms  of  transport  are 
impracticable. 

Pharmacists  or  medical  practitioners 
should  be  allowed  to  destroy  CDs  in  the 
presence  of  persons  returning  them.  The 
current  regulations  require  a  person 
authorised  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
supervise  destruction. 

The  Council  says  some  doctors  and 
ancillary  staff  are  still  not  aware  of  the 
value  of  stolen  prescriptions.  They  should 
be  reminded  of  the  risks  of  thefts  of 
prescription  forms  and  urged  to  improve 
their  security. 

Regulations  for  secure  storage  should 
apply  equally  to  dispensing  doctors,  who 
are  not  required  under  current  law  to 
conform  to  detailed  requirements  laid 
down. 

The  Council  does  not  feel  justified  in 
recommending  any  changes  in  respect  of 
prescription  forms.  But  says  there  is  scope 
for  local  schemes  for  validating 
prescriptions  for  CDs  by  special  stamp  or 
cypher,  for  example. 

"Security  of  Controlled  Drugs," 
Advisory  Council  on  the  Misuse  of  Drugs. 
Home  Office,  50  Queen  Anne's  Gate, 
London  SW1H9AT.  £1  +  £0.31  (postage 
and  packing). 
□  Mr  Tim  Astill,  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  director,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Security  Working 
Group  that  prepared  the  report,  said  he 
personally  thought  that  the 
recommendations  put  a  "great  deal  of 
faith  in  the  police."  But  if  a  sensible 
approach  is  made  based  on  local  problems 
then  there  would  be  an  improvement  on 
the  current  situation.  The  report  is  to  be 
considered  by  the  NPA  at  its  next  board 
meeting. 


Dispensing  doctors' 
profits  'unintended' 

Profits  which  arise  as  a  result  of  DHSS 
dispensing  arrangements  with  doctors  are 
unintended  and  gained  at  the  expense  of 
other  doctors,  says  Under  Secretary  for 
Health,  Mr  John  Patten,  in  a  letter  to 
Southend  MP  Teddy  Taylor. 

Mr  Patten,  responding  to  a  letter  from 
Mr  Taylor  and  to  one  to  Mr  Taylor  from 
a  pharmacist  constituent,  Mr  Miall 
James,  says:  "Direct  reimbursements  to 
doctors  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
appliances  as  costed  by  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority  are  designed  to  reflect 
only  the  purchase  price,  container 
allowance,  and  VAT  where  appropriate. 
They  do  not  contain  any  element  to 
reward  investment  in  stock. 

"To  the  extent  that  investment  in 
stock  is  taken  into  account  it  is  considered 
by  the  Review  Body  and  reflected  in  the 
fees  and  allowances  paid  to  the  profession 
—  including  dispensing  fees.  Nor  is  there 
any  acceptance  that  dispensing  doctors 
may  make  a  profit  through  the 
reimbursement  of  costs  for  the  supply  of 
drugs.  Any  profits  that  do  arise  as  a  result 
of  the  present  arrangements  are 
unintended  and  gained  at  the  expense  of 
other  doctors." 

Mr  Alan  Smith,  chief  executive  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  says  he  wonders  if  the  88  per 
cent  of  doctors  who  do  not  dispense 
realise  their  dispensing  colleagues  cost 
them  each  around  £1 ,500  per  annum. 

"Bearing  in  mind  that  the  whole  of  the 
remuneration  for  dispensing  doctors  is 
paid  out  of  the  global  sum,  I  am  surprised 
that  arrangements  are  not  made  either  to 
increase  the  mileage  allowance  or  the 
rural  practice  subsidy,"  says  Mr  Smith. 
"This  would  ensure  that  rural  doctors  do 
not  have  a  drop  in  their  remuneration  and 
could  concentrate  on  the  provision  of 
medical  services  and  leave  the  provision 
of  pharmaceutical  services  to  pharmacists 
and  thus  remove  the  major  source  of 
friction  between  the  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  professions." 


RDC  decisions 


An  application  for  doctors  to  dispense  in 
Port  Isaac,  Cornwall,  has  been  granted  by 
the  Rural  Dispensing  Committee. 
Applications  to  dispense  at  Illogan, 
Mevagissey  and  Pool-Redruth  are  likely 
to  be  heard  by  the  RDC  at  its  next  meeting 
on  December  22. 

The  RDC  also  confirmed  that 
applications  from  doctors  to  dispense 
have  been  received  from  Camelford, 
Mullion  and  Padstow. 

This  news  follows  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  announcement  of  an  urgent  Press 
campaign  in  Cornwall  to  alert  the  public 
to  the  dangers  of  doctor  dispensing  —  49 
pharmacies  are  threatened,  the  Society 
claims. 


The  current  Safe  Custody  of  Controlled 
Drugs  Regulations  should  be  revoked  and 
replaced  by  a  system  which  allows  more 
flexibility  to  combat  the  changing  nature 
of  crime  and  the  threat  posed  to 
individual  premises. 

That  recommendation  is  made  in  a 
report  last  week  by  the  Advisory  Council 
on  the  Misuse  of  Drugs.  It  says  there 
should  be  a  minimum  requirement  that  all 
persons  with  Controlled  Drugs  (CDs), 
except  patients,  must  keep  them  in  a 
container  which  is  either  locked  or  sealed 
such  that  tampering  can  be  readily 
detected. 

It  does  not  seem  clear,  however, 
whether  the  recommendations  will  require 
pharmacists  to  change  their  present  CD 
cabinets.  Indeed  the  report  says:  "All 
agree  that  the  present  standard  cabinets 
do  not  by  themselves  provide  sufficient 
security."  But,  says  the  Council, 
implementation  of  the  guidelines  is  not 
expected  to  require  large-scale 
expenditure  in  pharmacies,  except  in 
those  instances  where  general  security 
arrangements  are  already  inadequate. 

The  Council  recommends,  as  a  matter 
of  urgency,  that  manufacturers  provide 
smaller  packs  of  CDs  to  allow 
pharmacists  to  hold  a  smaller  stock  while 
still  being  able  to  offer  the  same  range. 

Guidelines  on  the  security  of  CDs  held 
in  pharmacies  or  by  practitioners  or  in 
transit  should  be  agreed  by  the  Home 
Office,  the  police  and  the  relevant  trade 
and  professional  associations,  says  the 
Council. 

Enforcement 

Application  of  the  guidelines  should  be 
agreed  at  local  level  between  police  crime 
prevention  officers  and  the  pharmacist, 
practitioner,  hospital  authorities  or 
transporter.  If  agreement  cannot  be 
reached  the  Council  recommends  that  the 
police  ask  the  Home  Office  to  consider 
issuing  a  statutory  direction  or  Crown 
enforcement  notice  as  appropriate  after 
consulting  the  pharmacist  concerned  and, 
if  necessary,  the  relevant  trade  or 
professional  body. 

The  Advisory  Council's  review  comes 
as  a  result  of  increasing  drug-related 
crime.  It  suggests  that  the  Home  Office 
and  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Services  for  Northern  Ireland  maintain  a 
close  liaison  on  security  to  ensure  a 
consistent  approach  throughout  the 
country. 

The  present  regulations  are  criticised 
as  being  inflexible  —  insisting  that 
Controlled  Drugs  are  always  stored  in 
identical  containers  merely  allows  a  thief 
to  know  exactly  what  obstacles  he  has  to 
overcome,  says  the  Council. 

Overall  security  problems  should  be 
considered  taking  account  of  the 
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First  practitioner 
graduates  of  CPP 

Mr  Miall  E.  James,  Canvey  Island,  is  the 
first  community  pharmacist  to  graduate 
from  the  College  of  Pharmacy  Practice. 

The  remaining  successful  candidates 
for  the  Part  II  practitioner  membership 
examination  are  hospital  pharmacists. 
They  are  Mssrs  David  J.  Anderson,  John 

Dorset  pharmacists 
against  imports' 


use  of  imported  fast-moving  products  was 
rife,  especially  in  the  conurbations. 
Pharmacists  had  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  imports  satisfied  legal  and  ethical 
requirements.  But  they  might  well  decide 
that  if  clawback  was  inevitable,  the 

More  publicity  for 
PSNC's  new  deal 


The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee's  "new  deal"  publicity 
campaign  gets  more  sympathetic  coverage 
in  local  papers  this  week. 

With  headlines  such  as  "Hard  to 
swallow",  "It's  a  bitter  pill",  and  "The 
formula  for  battle",  the  combination  of 
possible  cuts  to  health  services  and  the 
prospect  of  pharmacists  going  out  of 
business  is  obviously  irresistable  to  local 
editors. 

Editorial  columns  appear  in  the 


Insulin  recall 


Pharmacists  and  wholesalers  are  asked  to 
check  stocks  of  Insulin  Monotard  MC 
40iu/ml  and  Monotard  80iu/ml.  Any 
Monotard  MC  80iu/ml,  batch  no  712  +  2, 
expiry  date  1.7.85  is  to  be  returned 
immediately  to  distributors  Farillon. 

The  recall  follows  reports  that  seven 
vials  of  correctly  labelled  Monotard  MC 
40iu/ml  were  found  in  Monotard  MC 


W.  Anson,  Christopher  W.  Barrett, 
Michael  W.  Beaman,  Stephen  J.  Curtis, 
Colin  R.  Hardman,  Peter  J.  Hopley,  Dr 
James  M.  Smith  and  Miss  Patricia  Stone. 

The  following  were  successful  in 
Part  I:  Mssrs  David  M.  Branford, 
Michael  Keen,  Richard  Clark,  Miss  Susan 
Matthews  and  Miss  Elena  Grant.  Mr  Keen 
is  a  community  pharmacist  in  Croydon; 
the  remainder  work  in  the  hospital 
service. 


sooner  they  started  to  use  imported 
medicines,  the  less  would  be  their 
financial  loss. 

Only  the  courts  could  decide  if  the 
NPA  opinion  on  parallel  importing  was 
correct,  said  Mr  J.B.  Thompson, 
Bournemouth.  The  position  was 
"murky".  Mr  Thompson  said  he 
regularly  imported  pharmaceutical 
ethicals  from  the  continent. 

During  the  '70s  he  exported  medicines 
to  Holland,  because  prices  there  were 
several  times  those  in  the  UK.  Nowadays, 
the  opposite  applied  and  it  was  sensible  to 
seek  less  expensive  sources  in  Europe. 

Mr  D.  Mulholland,  managing  director 
of  wholesalers  Graham  Tatford  Ltd,  told 
the  meeting  the  damage  to  some  full- 
range  wholesalers  would  be  "terminal"  if 
parallel  importers  continued  to  cream  off 
a  growing  proportion  of  business.  Parallel 
importers  were  simply  short-run 
wholesalers  carrying  a  critical  range  of  up 
to  300  products.  They  were  unable  to 
guarantee  supply  within  that  range,  he 
said. 

UK  manufacturers  came  in  for 
criticism  from  Mr  E.  Ramsbottom, 
Wimbourne,  for  insisting  on  such  high 
domestic  prices.  He  said  that  as 
taxpayers,  it  was  in  everyone's  interests 
that  the  NHS  paid  the  lowest  price  for 
medicines. 

Worcester  Evening  News  and  the 
Hereford  Evening  News.  The  story  is  a 
leading  news  item  in  the  Wigan  Evening 
Post  and  Chronicle,  the  Oldham  Evening 
Chronicle,  and  the  Plymouth  Western 
Morning  News. 

Mr  Peter  Braban,  the  PSNC's  public 
relations  consultant,  gave  a  progress 
report  on  the  campaign  to  LPC 
representatives  at  their  recent  meeting.  A 
fresh  set  of  initiatives  were  being  planned 
to  maintain  the  momentum  of  the 
campaign,  he  said.  "We  are  contacting 
influential  newspaper  and  magazines 
columnists,  as  well  as  considering  the 
possibility  of  a  round  of  regional  Press 
conferences  involving  LPCs." 

80iu/ml  cartons. 

The  Department  of  Health  have 
requested  that  the  total  number  of  vials  of 
Monotard  MC  40  and  80  iu/ml  of  batch 
no  712  +  2  checked  be  recorded  and  the 
information  returned  on  a  reply  paid  card 
being  circulated  by  the  suppliers. 

Manufacturers  Novo  will  conform  to 
the  terms  of  the  current  NAPD  agreement 
on  all  aspects  of  the  product  recall. 
Farillon  Ltd,  Bryant  Avenue,  Romford, 
Essex  RM3  OP  J. 


Flu  vaccines  on  FP10 


Following  representations  from  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  the  Department  of  Health  has 
agreed  that  where  contractors  are  unable 
to  obtain  single  dose  vials  of  flu  vaccine 
they  may,  after  contacting  the  prescriber, 
supply  multiple  dose  vials.  They  will  be 
re-imbursed  at  list  price  by  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority  providing 
the  form  FP10  is  endorsed  to  this  effect. 

Bill  to  make  FPCs 
independent 

A  Bill  to  make  Family  Practitioner 
Committees  independent  and  to  change 
the  laws  governing  sale  of  glasses  was 
published  this  week. 

Under  the  Health  and  Social  Security 
Bill  1983,  FPCs  would  become  employing 
authorities  in  their  own  right,  directly 
responsible  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  provision  of  family  practitioner 
services.  Their  main  concern  would  be  to 
improve  primary  health  care. 

The  Bill  would  also  implement 
proposals  to  permit  opticians  to  advertise 
more  freely  and  to  end  the  monopoly 
granted  to  opticians  and  doctors  for  the 
supply  of  spectacles  (last  week  p!014). 


Prohibition  on  GP 


Dr  Mosehuddin  Mahmood  of  16  Freston 
Gardens,  Cockfosters,  Barnet, 
Hertfordshire,  has  been  prohibited  from 
prescribing,  administering  and  supplying, 
and  from  authorising  the  administration 
and  supply  of  any  Controlled  Drug  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act 
1971,  from  October  29. 

■  Dr  Dasraith  Rai's  name  was  ordered  to 
be  removed  from  the  Medical  Register  at 
a  hearing  on  December  5  before  the 
General  Medical  Council.  He  has  28  days 
in  which  to  appeal  against  this  erasure  and 
has  been  suspended  from  the  Register 
pending  appeal.  Prescriptions  written  by 
Dr  Rai  (44  Harley  Street,  London)  dated 
after  December  5  are  invalid. 


■  Mr  John  Patten,  Under  Secretary  for 
Health,  told  the  House  of  Commons  this 
week  that  patients  should  be  encouraged 
to  consult  pharmacists  on  the  expiry  and 
safe  disposal  of  medicines.  Mr  Patten 
explained  that  expiry  dates  are  required 
on  all  medicines  which  expire  within  three 
years  of  manufacture.  And  moves  would 
be  made  to  an  expiry  date  on  all 
proprietary  medicinal  products  following 
an  EEC  directive  of  October  26. 


■  Last  week,  Mr  Yantin,  City  and  East 
London,  proposing  an  amendment  to  a 
motion  deprecating  clawback  at  the  LPC 
conference,  said  contractors  had  paid  less 
for  drugs  than  had  been  agreed  —  not  as 
stated  on  pl013  last  week. 


Unless  the  Government  acts  with  urgency 
to  curb  parallel  imports,  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  should 
campaign  for  members  to  register 
affadavits  with  it,  to  the  effect  that  they 
would  not  knowingly  use  imports  for 
NHS  prescriptions. 

That  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously  by  Dorset  members  of  the 
NPA  meeting  in  Dorchester  last  week. 
Proposing,  Mr  F.  Blakey,  Bridport, 
suggested  pharmacists  were  being 
"sucked  into  the  parallel  importing 
business"  because  of  the  fear  that, 
whether  they  participated  or  not,  they 
would  all  be  involved  in  a  DHSS 
clawback. 

NPA  Board  member  Mr  E.M. 
Thornton,  Blandford,  re-iterated  the 
NPA's  view  that  it  was  illegal  to  import 
medicines  except  for  individual  patients. 
He  said  that  in  some  areas  of  England  the 
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PEOPLE  TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 


By  Xrayser 


New  PSGB  Fellows 


One  of  the  new  Fellows,  Mr  Justus  O. 
Paul  (right)  is  congratulated  by  Chief 
Andrew  A.  Egboh  who  operates  a 
pharmacy  in  Lagos,  Nigeria.  Mr  Paul,  a 
pharmacy  graduate  from  Brighton 
Polytechnic,  is  the  managing  director 
of  Paul  and  Paul  Chemists  Ltd  in  Lagos 

John  Talbot  branch  manager  of  Unichem 
in  Leeds  will  retire  at  the  end  of  this  year. 
Mr  Talbot,  62,  has  worked  in 
pharmaceutical  wholesaling  for  38  years 
and  has  been  Leeds  branch  manager  since 
1974.  He  will  be  replaced  by  Bill  Jack. 


PSNC  OK 


From  my  reading  of  the  report  of  the  LPC 
conference  at  Lambeth  last  Sunday  it 
would  seem  the  bulk  of  those  attending 
felt  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  had  done  the  best 
it  could  in  the  circumstances  of  dealing 
with  the  Minister  .  .  .  under  pressure.  I 
think  the  only  reason  reason  for  this,  was 
because  they  had  the  wit  to  publish  the 
running  commentary  of  the  actual 
negotiations  which  made  understandable, 
for  the  first  time  exactly  how  we  were 
steamrollered  flat.  Or  nearly  so. 

But  despite  support,  PSNC  made 
unacceptable  errors.  The  first,  was  that 
they  agreed  the  snatchback  of  the  gross 
amount,  even  though  all  of  us  paid  a 
considerable  proportion  of  it  back  in  the 
form  of  tax.  From  my  reading  of  the 
report,  Mr  Thorton  of  Dorset,  made  the 
point  that  if  we  have  to  pay  anthing  back, 
it  must  only  be  the  part  left  after  allowing 
for  tax  paid.  Which  makes  sense.  What 
was  PSNC  dreaming  about? 

As  for  Mr  Sharpe's  suggestion  that  the 
Post-1980  Contractors  had  jumped  the 
gun,  let's  make  it  clear.  It's  a  damned 
good  thing  they  did,  because  by  the  time 
PSNC  had  got  around  to  awaiting  the 
result  of  their  "without  detriment" 
appeal  on  behalf  of  post-1980 
contractors,  I'd  have  been  £1,500  down 
the  drain? 

Not  only  that,  because  of  their  action 
we  have  a  chance  for  a  second  go  at 
getting  a  more  equitable  arrangement. 
Can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it  must 
include  recognition  that  if  a  pharmacist 
was  not  in  business  during  part  of  the 
period  for  which  snatchback  is  to  be 
taken,  then  those  who  were,  will  have  to 
cough  up  to  cover  the  amount?  And  I 
speak  as  someone  who  didn't  get 
discounts  three  years  ago,  but  has  been  in 
business  long  enough  to  want  my 
negotiators  to  be  seen  to  be  fair. 

Individual  contracts 


How  I  liked  the  sound  of  a  contract  with 
the  responsible  pharmacist!  And  how  I 
wish  I  could  overhear  the  debate  not  only 
at  audible  levels,  but  in  the  inner  minds  of 
pharmacists  who  make  up  PSNC,  now 
they  are  faced  with  the  problem  of  turning 
a  simple  dream  into  the  reality  we  all 
want.  I  must  say  I  see  no  great  problem  in 
implementation.  It  is  the  consequences,  as 
the  reality  of  what  it  means  sinks  into  the 
minds  of  these  newly  empowered 
pharmacists,  which  could  bring  about 
fundamental  changes  in  the  structure  of 
community  pharmacy. 

Perhaps  thoughtful  men  of  vision  will 


grasp  the  change  as  an  opportunity  to  set 
out  rules  of  conduct  which  will  end  the 
grasping  chase  for  commercial  advantage 
—  replacing  it  with  a  system  of  service 
which  would  be  better  for  the  community, 
and  infinitely  more  satisfying  and  secure 
for  practitioners.  It  could  be  an 
opportunity  to  start  putting  our  house  in 
order,  creating  a  well  respected  forceful 
union  (PSNC  and  PSGB)  with  ideas  to  be 
listened  to  and  the  prestige  and  clout  to 
make  sure  they  are  heard. 


Superkill 


I  tremble  at  the  report  in  Business  News 
last  week  which  says  that  pharmacies, 
already  under  pressure  from  declining 
toiletry  and  OTC  sales,  could  be  driven 
out  of  business  altoghether  if  the  current 
trend  towards  in-store  pharmacies 
continues  in  supermarkets.  The  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  having 
accepted  the  supermarkets  to  its 
membership  (on  the  specious  grounds  of 
increased  clout  in  industrial  weight  and 
the  gain  from  superstore  management 
know-how),  won't  be  affected,  having 
had  the  wisdom  to  move  to  power  when 
the  trend  was  clearly  marked. 

I  can  be  unreasonable,  particularly 
when  I  see  myself  threatened  with  loss  of 
retail  turnover  which  I  maintained  as  a 
result  of  listening  to  the  pundits  who  said 
"Diversify"  twenty  years  ago.  Then,  I 
turned  my  nice  dignified  pharmacy  into  a 
mini-Boots,  so  I  could  continue 
subsidising  the  NHS,  and  .  .  .  biggest 
laugh  of  all  .  .  .  not  be  dependent  on  any 
one  account!  We  must  have  been  mad. 
Now  having  managed  to  survive,  and  even 
prosper  in  the  attempt  to  fight  the 
grocers,  we  learn  they  are  going  to  take 
the  business  which  is  our  raison  d'etre, 
because  it  will  draw  trade  for  them.  Is 
there  nothing  to  stop  them? 

If  you  have  a  decent  business  doing 
over  2,500  to  3,000  scripts  a  month,  how 
about  taking  on  an  extra  pharmacist  if 
you  haven't  already  got  one?  If  you  can't, 
then  contribute  to  a  fund  to  help  support 
pharmacists  who  decide  not  to  work  for 
supermarkets.  Simple. 


Two  community  pharmacists  are  among 

the  seven  new  Fellows  designated  by  the 

Pharmaceutical  Society  this  week.  The 

full  list  is  as  follows: 

For  distinction  in  the  profession  of 

pharmacy 

George  Fletcher  (qualified  1962),  lecturer 
in  pharmaceutics,  University  of  Bath 
school  of  pharmacy. 

Colin  Hitchings  (qualified  1963),  hospital 

pharmacist  and  president, 

Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Richard  R.C.  Kitchen  (qualified  1947), 

community  pharmacist  from  Weymouth 

and  former  member,  Pharmaceutical 

Services  Negotiating  Committee  and 

Clothier  Committee. 

Irene  K.  Morton  (qualified  1955),  district 

pharmaceutical  officer,  Greater  Glasgow 

Health  Board. 

Justus  O.  Paul  (qualified  1955), 
community  pharmacist,  Lagos,  Nigeria. 
Mr  Paul  is  a  former  chief  executive, 
Kingsway  Chemists,  Nigeria,  and  a 
former  director,  Lederle  and  Smith,  Kline 
and  French,  Nigeria.  He  is  a  founder 
member  of  the  Nigerian  Association  of 
General  Practice  Pharmacists. 
For  distinction  in  the  science  of  pharmacy 
Alan  Bennett  (qualified  1959),  professor 
of  pharmacology,  King's  College 
Hospital  Medical  School,  London. 
Kenneth  J.  Child,  (qualified  1952),  head 
of  drug  metabolism  department,  Glaxo 
Group  Research  Ltd. 
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K-C  switch  Kleenex  advertising 
from  TV  to  national  radio 


Kimberly-Clark  have  now  unveiled  details 
about  their  change  of  advertising  strategy 
(C&D,  November  5,  p835).  For  1984 
£1  lAm  has  been  earmarked  to  support  the 
Kleenex  facial  tissue  range,  of  which  over 
£lm  will  go  on  a  national  radio 
advertising  campaign  commencing 
January  2  and  running  throughout  the 
year  on  all  local  radio  stations.  The 
humorous  campaign  will  emphasise  the 
softness  of  the  tissues.  There  will  also  be  a 
sponsored  programme  running  for  ten 
weeks  from  mid-February  on  Radio 
Luxembourg.  This  will  promote  the 
Kleenex  Boutique  range  backed  up  by 
advertising  in  the  young  women's  Press. 

The  decision  to  switch  from  television 
to  radio  advertising  follows  a  radio  test 
market  in  Scotland.  As  costs  for  television 
advertising  continued  to  rise,  research 
found  that  awareness  which  stood  at  17 
per  cent  at  the  height  of  the  television 
campaign,  had  slumped  by  April  of  this 
year  (following  a  further  £400,000  burst) 
to  6  per  cent. 

The  tests  comparing  radio  and 
television  advertising  in  Scotland  earlier 
this  year  found  that  prompted  awareness 
of  the  advertising  was  one  third  higher  in 
those  areas  covered  by  radio  than  in 
regions  where  the  television  campaign  was 
used.  K-C  further  claim  the  radio 
campaign  helped  boost  sales  of  Kleenex 
for  Men  by  14  per  cent  making  it  brand 
leader  in  Scotland  for  the  first  time.  (This 
compares  with  a  simultaneous  5  per  cent 
growth  recorded  throughout  the  rest  of 
the  country.) 

K-C  therefore  have  committed 
themselves  to  a  30-week  national  radio 
advertising  campaign  for  1984.  Says  Ron 
Huggins  K-C  group  product  manager: 
"Not  only  has  our  experience  in  Scotland 
shown  us  that  radio  can  have  greater 
impact  but  it  has  also  demonstrated  the 
flexibility  and  cost-effectiveness  of  the 
medium.  For  these  reasons  we  do  not  see 
the  move  away  from  the  main  brand 
advertising  on  television  as  a  short-term 
option,  rather  it  is  our  intention  to  build 
an  on-going  franchise  with  the  radio 
listener." 

Channe!  4  success 

Support  for  pocket  packs  will  continue  in 
the  New  Year  on  Channel  4.  Figures,  say 
Mr  Huggins,  show  this  campaign  has 
created  more  awareness  than  the 
advertising  carried  on  ITV.  The  pocket 
pack  commercial  will  be  screened  in  all  C4 
regions  with  the  exception  of  Granada 
from  January  2. 


Looking  at  the  overall  facial  tissues 
market  K-C  claim  they  are  bigger  than 
Bowater-Scott  and  British  Tissues 
combined  having  a  28  per  cent  share  of 
the  market.  The  facial  tissue  market  they 
estimate  is  worth  £80m  at  retail,  of  which 
£73m  are  boxed  tissues  and  £7m  pocket 
packs.  For  the  first  time  in  two  years  the 
market  recorded  growth  —  0.7  per  cent. 

Kleenex  for  Men  continue  to  dominate 
taking  a  13.9  per  cent  share  of  the  total 
market  (29. 1  per  cent  of  the  mansize 
sector)  while  Kleenex  Super  3  has 
increased  share  to  take  4.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  market  and  9.6  per  cent  of  the 
mansize  sector.  Boutique  has  increased 
share  by  3.8  per  cent  to  take  a  65  per  cent 
slice  of  the  branded  sector  and  in  the 
regular  sector  Kleenex  white  and 
multicolours  hold  a  8.4  per  cent  share  (4.5 
per  cent  of  the  total  market). 

While  grocery  outlets  now  account  for 
75  per  cent  of  facial  tissue  sales,  chemists 
continue  to  lose  ground  and,  at  21  per 
cent,  show  a  six  per  cent  decline  on  1982 
figures.  Kleenex  brands  are  said  to 
account  for  one-third  of  all  tissue  sales 
through  chemist  outlets.  Kimberly-Clark, 
Larkhall,  nr  Maidstone,  Kent. 


'Discreet'  image  for 
Inco  Care 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  are  re- 
launching Inco  Care  incontinence 
products  with  new  packaging  designed  to 
be  "discreet  yet  easily  identifiable,  in 
order  to  alleviate  any  possible 
embarrassment  to  the  consumer". 

New  pack  sizes  have  been  introduced 
to  suit  the  shelf-space  available  in  smaller 
pharmacies  —  Inco  Care  roll  is  available 
in  a  12  roll  case,  and  the  insert  pads  are 
packed  20  to  a  pack,  instead  of  25. 

A  launch  package  is  being  offered  to 
pharmacies  taking  a  set  minimum  order 
of  the  following  lines:  one  case  of  insert 
pads,  one  case  of  ventilated  pants,  one 
case  of  Inco  roll  and  five  units  of 
waterproof  or  drop  front  garments.  The 
retailer  buying  direct  from  Robinsons  will 
receive  an  eight  per  cent  discount  of  this 
package.  A  similar  launch  deal  will  be 
extended  to  wholesalers. 

During  the  launch  period  of  January 
and  February  1984,  each  pharmacy  taking 
up  the  special  package  will  receive 
stockists'  window  stickers,  shelf  runners 
and  leaflet  dispensers  to  use  in  store.  A 
targetted  advertising  campaign  featuring 
the  name  and  address  of  each  listed 
stockist  will  also  be  placed  in  regional 
newspapers  during  March.  Robinsons  will 
supply  lists  of  stockists  to  aids  centres  and 
clinics,  as  well  as  issuing  them  to 
consumers  in  response  to  inquiries. 
Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield. 


For  incontinence . . . 

Uri-Mate,  a  male  incontinence  system  (3 
days  £1 .92,  outer  of  20  systems  £38.40 
trade),  is  being  distributed  by  Comopharm 
Ltd,  PO  Box  798,  London  SW 18. 


Unichem  up  prizes 
by  £30,000 

Cash  prizes  worth  £100,000  will  be  given 
away  by  Unichem  during  1984.  This  will 
be  £30,000  more  than  the  Top  Ten  cash 
bonanza  that  has  been  running  this  past 
year. 

To  run  each  month,  the  Golden  Dozen 
competition  is  divided  into  two  parts  — 
one  for  the  member  pharmacist  and  the 
other  for  the  shop  staff. 

Members  who  order  any  of  the  12 
Golden  Dozen  promotional  lines  and  who 
correctly  complete  a  simple  anagram  will 
receive  one  entry  for  every  £12  spent  on 
the  promotion.  Top  prize  each  month  is 


£1 ,000  with  two  £500  runner-up  prizes 
and  12  £100  consolation  prizes. 

A  Grand  Draw  to  be  held  at  the  end  of 
the  year  will  have  a  first  prize  of  £10,000, 
two  £5,000  prizes,  12  worth  £1 ,000  each 
and  120  consolation  prizes  of  £100.  Staff 
at  the  winning  pharmacies  —  with  the 
exception  of  consolation  prize  winners  — 
will  receive  an  extra  10  per  cent  of  the 
prize  money. 

In  addition  a  33-prize  lucky  draw 
competition  for  staff  will  be  held  each 
month  will  prizes  ranging  from  £25  to 
£250.  Numbers  printed  on  the  Golden 
Draw  invoices  will  be  automatically 
entered  into  the  draw.  Unichem  Ltd, 
Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessington, 
Surrey. 
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Corporate  'look' 
complete  for 
Dixcel  range 

Dixcel  facial  tissues  are  being  re-packaged 
giving  them  a  corporate  image  with  both 
the  toilet  tissue  and  kitchen  roll  ranges. 

Regular  packs  will  be  available  with  a 
tapestry  design  while  mansize  have  been 
renamed  extra  large  and  now  come  with  a 
street  scene  pattern. 

In  the  third  sector  —  the  cosmetic 
sector  —  the  aqua  /  yellow  mix  of  tissues 
has  been  replaced  by  coffee  /  peach.  The 
pink  /  lilac  combination  continues  to  be 
available.  Packs  carry  a  "feather"  design 
and  the  perforated  tongue  carries  a  strong 
Dixcel  branding.  When  this  is  removed 
branding  is  low-key  —  an  important 
product  plus  according  to  consumer 
research  carried  out  by  the  company. 

Softness  important 

The  same  research  also  found  softness 
came  out  as  the  most  important  feature  of 
a  tissue.  British  Tissues  have  improved  the 
Dixcel  brand  so  much  so  that  in  consumer 
tests  it  was  preferred  to  Scotties  by  a  3:1 
margin  and  was  seen  to  equal  the  Kleenex 
brand, they  say. 


To  support  the  relaunch,  British 
Tissues  are  to  run  both  a  heavyweight 
two-week  burst  of  television  advertising  in 
January  —  details  of  which  are  not  yet 
finalised  —  and  an  on-pack  consumer 
promotion.  For  every  four  tongues  from 
facial  tissue  packs  consumers  will  receive 
a  free  £1  coin.  The  offer  will  also  run  on 
the  toilet  tissue  and  kitchen  roll  ranges. 

British  Tissues  say  the  facial  tissue 
market  stands  at  152m  units  worth  £80m 
and  breaks  down  into  58  per  cent  branded 
and  42  per  cent  private  label.  The 


company  claims  a  1 1  per  cent  share  of  the 
branded  sector  which  rises  to  around  25 
per  cent  when  their  own-label 
manufacturing  is  taken  into  account.  In 
units,  the  extra  large  category  has  a  46.8 
per  cent  share  of  the  market  followed  by 
regular  tissues  44.5  per  cent  and  cosmetic 
tissues  8.7  per  cent.  The  company 
anticipates  further  in-roads  into  the 
chemist  trade  by  their  distributors 
Chemist  Brokers  who  were  appointed  in 
March  of  this  year.  British  Tissues  Ltd, 
101  Whitby  Road,  Slough,  Berks. 


Martindale  products  that  work  for  you. . . 


Siloxyl 

Antacid  and 
mucosal 
protective  for 
symptomatic 
relief  in 
flatulent 
dyspepsia; 
gastritis; 
abdominal 

distension;  heartburn  of 
pregnancy  or  hiatus  hernia; 
hyperacidity;  peptic  ulcer. 
Available  as  tablets  or  suspension 


Soliwax 

Single-dose 
capsules 
containing 
dioctyl  sodium 
sulphosuccin-  fjjSi 
ate  to  penetrate  £f 
and  soften  wax 
deposits  in  the  ear,  and  to 
prevent  the  ears  from  becoming 
clogged. 


Medised  tablets 

Provide  very 
welcome  relief 
for  adults  who 
suffer  from  the 
problems  of 
nasal  or  sinus 
congestion 
and  pain, 
particularly  at 
bed-time. 


. . .  and  your  customers 


Medilave  mouthwash 

A  pleasant  tasting  non- 
irritant  surface  active  cationic 
antiseptic  solution  for  the 
symptomatic  treatment  of 
sore  mouth  and  throat 
caused  by  superficial 
infections.  Ideal  for  daily 
oral  hygiene  use. 


Medilave  mouth  ulcer  gel 

Provides  immediate  pain 
relief  and  aids  the  healing 
process  to  allow  the  sufferer 
to  face  the  day  with 
confidence.  Does 
not  sting. 


Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close,  Romford  RM1  4JX  Essex  Telephone:  Romford  46033 

A  British  owned  company  Medilave,  Medised,  Siloxyl,  Soliwax  are  registered  trademarks 


Medised  suspension 

Formulated  for 
the  treatment 
of  mild  to 
moderate  pain 
in  children, 
and  for  the 
symptomatic 
relief  of 
influenza, 
feverishness 
and  feverish 
colds. 
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Industry  advised 
to  be  'aggressive' 

Twelve  months  ago  the  Silver  Book 
forecast  modest  improvement  in  demand 
for  toiletries  and  cosmetics:  one  year  on 
this  has  generally  proved  to  be  the  case. 
And  in  the  latest  report,  covering  the  12 
month  period  to  March  1983,  the  industry 
is  advised  to  be  aggressive  in  the  fight  for 
a  share  of  the  increase  in  consumer 
spending  and  stock  building. 

The  massive  destocking  is  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  now  over  says  the  report. 
"With  inventories  down  to  an  acceptable 
norm  a  period  of  stability,  even  minor 
'real'  term  growth,  has  been  experienced." 
The  fact  that  money-volume  demand 
grew  by  1 .9  per  cent  in  each  of  the 
12-monthly  periods  to  March  1982  and 
March  1983  is  encouraging  —  it  is  a 
reflection  of  basic  modest  growth  the 
report  concludes. 

With  inflation  falling  steadily  in  the  12 
month  period  to  4.6  per  cent  by  the  end  of 
March  1983,  price  /  income  increases 
have  been  in  balance.  Whereas  before  a 
lack  of  bouyancy  in  consumer  spending 
resulted  in  a  slackness  in  retail  sales,  the 
picture  now  appears  to  be  changing. 

Consumers,  the  report  believes,  have 
become  confident  that  the  worst  is  over 
and  are  dipping  into  their  savings.  In  the 
first  quarter  of  1983  retail  sales  were 
recorded  running  at  over  4  per  cent  above 
the  year-ago  level. 

Sales  now  worth  £698m 

Taking  a  closer  look  at  cosmetics  and 
toiletries,  sales  in  the  12  months  to  March 
1983  were  worth  almost  £698m  at  msp  — 
9  per  cent  up  on  the  corresponding  year- 
ago  level.  With  prices  up  7.2  per  cent, 
sales  calculated  on  a  money-volume  basis 
increased  by  1 .9  per  cent. 

At  current  prices  demand  is  39  per 
cent  above  that  of  a  year  ago.  If, 
however,  sales  are  recalculated  at  1979 
prices  demand  is  down  13  per  cent. 

Of  the  nine  categories  studied 
(skincare,  haircare,  dental  preparations, 
deodorants,  fragrances,  men's  products, 
denture  products,  make-up  and 
depilatories)  five  recorded  "real"  term 
growth  over  the  12  months  studied.  They 
were  dental  preparations  ( +  20. 1  per 
cent),  deodorants  (  +  16.8  per  cent), 
skincare  ( +  13.3  per  cent),  haircare  (  +  2.3 
per  cent)  and  men's  products  (  +  1.7  per 
cent). 

Advertising  expenditure  on  cosmetics 
and  toiletries  in  the  12  months  topped 
£100m  for  the  first  time.  At  £102m  it  was 
32  per  cent  higher  than  the  corresponding 
year-ago  level. 

Economic  indicators  point  to  an 


New  packaging  for  Throaties 
medicated  pastilles  is  backed  up  with  a 
national  Press  campaign  aimed  at  the 
younger  end  of  the  market.  Arcadian 
Confections  Ltd,  Crediton,  Devon 


upswing  in  the  economy  with  industrial 
output  figures  the  best  for  three  years, 
consumer  spending  bouyant  and  inflation 
under  control,  says  the  Silver  Book. 

Consumer  spending  at  current  prices, 
the  report  predicts,  will  increase  by  8.7 
per  cent  on  year-ago  figures  (3.1  per  cent 
at  constant  prices).  And  the  report 
believes  that  "if  there  is  a  lift  in  consumer 
spending  and  if  the  cosmetic  industry  is 
aggressive  enough  to  secure  its  share  of 
that  spend  then,  not  only  will 
manufacturers  benefit  from  a  lift  in 
consumer  spending,  but  also  from 
increased  buying  by  retailers  to  cover 
rising  demand." 

Overall,  economic  growth  in  1984  is 
expected  to  be  9.4  per  cent  comprising  6.4 
per  cent  price  growth,  2  per  cent 
consumer  spending  and  1  per  cent  stock- 
building  —  a  'real'  increase  of  3  per  cent. 
"The  Silver  Book  —  a  review  of  the 
cosmetics  and  toiletry  preparations 
market.  March  1983.  "John  Hogston 
Associates  Ltd,  23  Golden  Square, 
London  Wl. 

Sea-bio:  from  mail 
order  to  retail 

Sea-bio,  a  mail  order  product,  is  to  be 
made  available  to  the  retail  trade. 

Formulated  from  pure  seaweeds,  Sea- 
bio  contains  a  variety  of  blended  marine 
plants.  The  makers,  Key-West,  say  it 
contains  22  minerals,  19  amino  acids  and 
5  vitamins.  No  drugs,  synthetics  or 
chemicals  are  included,  they  claim.  Sea- 
bio  (£3.75)  comes  in  one  dozen  packs  per 
unit,  each  pack  containing  60  capsules. 
Leaflets  and  showcards  are  available  for 
POS.  Sea-bio  is  distributed  by  Interhealth 
Ltd,  Phoenix  Works,  Davis  Road, 
Chessington,  Surrey  KT9  1 TH. 


Woods  replace  agents 
with  sales  reps 

Woods  of  Windsor  are  to  start  1984  with 
a  new  sales  policy  —  their  own  sales 
representatives  will  take  over  territories 
previously  serviced  by  freelance  agents. 

Seven  representatives  will  cover  the 
UK,  but  terms  of  sale  including  the 
company's  policy  of  selective  distribution 
are  unchanged. 

Coinciding  with  this  changeover  a 
Spring  promotion  running  from  January 
to  April  offers  a  display  unit  with  every 
£150  of  floral  fragrances  bought  or  every 
£120  of  gentlemen's  products  ordered. 
The  three-tiered  fragrance  stand  measures 
approximately  36  x  17  x  14in,  while  the 
other  merchandiser  is  one-tier,  standing 
22  x  20  x  14in.  Woods  of  Windsor,  Queen 
Charlotte  Street,  Windsor,  Berks. 

Barclay  promotions 

Barclays  Enterprise  promotions  running 
from  December  12  through  to  January  7 
will  feature  Adorn  hairspray,  Complan, 
Enterprise  All-in-ones,  Imperial  Leather 
soap,  Impulse,  Kodacolor  CI  10-24,  Lil- 
lets,  Nice  'n  Easy,  Pampers,  Style  perms, 
Ultrabrite  and  Vosene  shampoo.  Full 
details  of  the  programme  of  supporting 
offers  are  available  from  Barclay  &  Sons 
Ltd,  19c  Orgreave  Close,  Sheffield  SI 3 
9NT. 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


Ln  London 
M  Midlands 
Lc  Lanes 
Y  Yorkshire 
Sc  Scotland 


WW  Wales  &  West 


Sn 
ME 
A 
I 


South 
North-east 
Anglia 
Ulster 


Bt  Breakfast  Television 


We  Westward 
B  Border 
G  Grampian 
E  Eireann 
CI  Channel  Is 
C4  Channel  4 


All  Clear:  All  areas 

Askit  powders:  So 
Braun  household  range:  Ln,M,Y,Sc,So,NE,A 

Braun  personal  care  range:  All  areas,  C4 

Braun  shavers:  All  areas,  C4 

Crookes  One-a-day:  All  except  CI 

Duracell:  All  except  Ln 

Givenchy  fragrances:  Ln,So,A,C4 

Karvol  capsules:  All  areas 

Nurofen:  All  except  CI 

Phensic:  All  areas 

Philishave  Double  Action:  All  except  Sc 
Poly  foam  aerosol  perm:All  except  WW,So,A,U,CI 

Sinutab:  All  areas 

Snowfire:  C4(Y) 

Strepsils:  All  areas 
Swanson  &  Swanson  toiletries:  Ln,NE,Sc,Bt 

VicksSinex:  Ln,Lc,WW,NE,A 

Vita  Fiber:  M.So.NE 

Yardley  ESP  fragrance:  All  areas 

Yardlev  Father  Christmas:  All  areas 

Yardley  Gold:  All  except  Ln 

Yardley  Pure  Silk:  All  areas 
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Beats/  indigestion-FASf 

♦  Regional  television  campaign 

♦  Heavyweight 
national  press  support 

*  The  No  1  value  OTC  brand 

in  pharmacies* 


LARGE  SIZE 


30  TABLETS  ^■EHH|r 

ANTAC1D-DIGESTANT  j 

;  J 

ANTACID  D1GESTANT       mint  flavoured  -^■B^" 

,7oA&£j  j     for  RAPID  RELIEF  ANTACID  DIGESTANT 


MINTFUVOUREB 


from  dabldd 

■INDIGESTION  •  DYSPEPSIA 


MINT  FLAVOURED 


HEARTBURN  •  ACIDITY 

FOR  RAPID  RELIEF               FLATULENCE  FOR  RAPID  RELIEF 

FROM  .  pRQM 

FLATULENCE  >v~iul  I 1  •  FLATULENCE 


*  Independent  Audit 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Foster  Grant  raise 
funds  for  '84  Olympics 

A  trade  and  consumer  competition  is  to 
link  Foster  Grant  with  the  1984  Olympic 
Games  following  the  company's 
appointment  as  supplier  of  sunglasses  to 
the  British  team. 

In  the  consumer  promotion  first  prize 
is  a  trip  for  two  to  Los  Angeles  to  see  the 
Olympic  Games  and  for  the  trade,  there  are 
three  holidays  for  two  to  be  won  in  June 
next  year  which  incorporate  a  visit  to  the 
Kennedy  Space  Centre. 

To  enter  the  competition  retailers  must 
first  order  a  Foster  Grant  parcel,  the  size  of 
which  determines  the  number  of  entries. 
The  competition  comprises  studying  a 
picture  of  an  athlete  in  the  process  of 
throwing  a  discus  and  place  "X"  where 
they  think  the  discus  should  be  shown. 
Runner-up  prizes  include  12  Sinclair  mini 
televisions  and  100  Foster  Grant  tracksuits. 

In  the  consumer  competition  six 
athletes  are  pictured  wearing  Foster  Grant 
sunglasses.  Consumers  must  select  the 
correct  name  from  the  three  listed  below 
each  picture.  For  the  runners-up  there  are 
20  Sinclair  mini  televisions.  For  every  entry 

Safflower  oil  base 
for  Body  Vitamins 

The  Body  Vitamins  is  a  supplement 
covering  "the  complete  spectrum  of 
known  vitamins",  say  the  Health  &  Diet 
Food  Co.  Containing  a  base  of  safflower 
oil  the  capsules  (£2.20  per  60  capsule 
pack)  are  gluten-free  and  have  no  added 
preservatives,  colours  or  flavours,  sugar 
or  salt,  say  the  makers.  Food  Supplement 
Co  Ltd,  Seymour  House,  79  High  Street, 
Godalming,  Surrey. 


Radian  bonus 


Orders  for  a  minimum  of  six  cases  of  any 
combination  in  the  Radian  range  are 
currently  being  charged  12  as  10  before 
the  end  of  the  year  price  increases  are 
implemented.  Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd, 
Stepfield,  Witham,  Essex  CM 8  3  BR. 

Shulton  boost  Grey 
Flannel  line 

Shulton  are  offering  an  introductory  size 
of  the  Grey  Flannel  men's  fragrance  to 
existing  Grey  Flannel  accounts  and  to  a 
limited  number  of  new  stockists,  to  try  to 
build  up  the  brand. 

The  offer,  a  30ml  eau  de  toilette  splash 


Two  senior  executives  from  Fuji 
Chemical  Company  visited  the 
pharmaceutical  manufacturers  A.H. 
Robins  at  Langhurst,  Sussex.  Mr  K.  lida 
(right)  and  Mr  Y.  Nishida  Jnr  with 
managing  director  of  A.H.  Robins, 
John  Morris,  discussed  a  new  antacid 
product,  Malenal,  for  which  A.H. 
Robins  has  the  UK  and  Ireland  licence, 
and  which  they  have  just  started 
detailing  to  GPs 


accompanied  by  proof  of  purchase,  Foster 
Grant  will  donate  £1  towards  sending  the 
British  Olympic  team  to  Los  Angeles.  In 
all  the  company  is  hoping  to  raise  £10,000. 
Leaflets,  window  posters  and  header  cards 
will  support  the  promotion.  Schwarzkopf 
Ltd,  Perm  Road,  Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP21 
8HL. 

in  the  grey  flannel  pochette  (£4.25),  will 
be  available  from  January.  It  will  be 
available  in  merchandisers  of  12, 
complete  with  grey  header  card.  Shulton 
(GB)  Ltd,  Shulton  House,  Alexandra 
Court,  Workingham,  Berks  RG1 1  2SN. 


New  size  Cuticura 


Cuticura  handcream  is  now  available  in  a 
new  120g  single-wall  jar  at  £1 .75.  This 
product  is  expected  to  benefit  from  the 
current  national  Press  and  radio 
campaign  says  the  company.  Carnation 
Health  Care  Division,  Danesfield  House, 
Medmenham,  Mario w,  Bucks  SL7 2ES. 

Post  Office  push  for 
Mentholatum 

Illuminated  advertising  for  Mentholatum 
balm  will  shortly  be  appearing  in  1 , 100 
Crown  Post  Offices  throughout  Britain. 
Estimates  indicate  that  the  outlets  have  a 
"shop"  traffic  of  around  40  million  each 
month.  The  poster  will  carry  the  message 
"Mentholatum  balm  cold  and  catarrh 
relief  for  young  and  old  alike". 

Deep  Heat  rub  has  also  been 
repackaged  and  the  complete  Deep  Heat 
range  together  with  Mentholatum  balm 
and  antiseptic  lozenges  will  be  on  bonus 
terms  during  February.  Mentholatum  Co 
Ltd,  Longfield  Road,  Twyford,  Berks. 


UK  launch  for  Charol 


Available  in  France  for  over  a  year, 
Charol  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  UK. 
The  fragrance  comes  as  parfum  (7.6ml, 
£12.90;  15ml,  £17.50),  eau  de  toilette 
(50ml,  £5.50;  100ml,  £7.90)  and  eau  de 
toilette  vaporiser  (75ml,  £7.90;  100ml, 
£9.90). 

Incentives  to  the  shop  assistant  will 
include  commission  on  the  number  of 
bottles  sold,  obtainable  from  the 
distributors.  Le  Marketing  Ltd,  PO  Box 
B143,  10  Westgate,  Huddersfield,  Yorks 


Christmas  closings 


Approved  Prescription  Services:  from 
5pm  on  Thursday,  December  22  through 
to  9am  on  Tuesday,  January  3. 
Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co:  from  12 
noon  on  Friday,  December  23  through  to 
9am  o'n  Tuesday,  January  3.  A  skeleton 
staff  will  be  on  duty  to  handle  urgent 
orders  from  9am  on  Wednesday, 
December  28. 

Ciba-Geigy:  from  12  noon  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  9am  on  Tuesday, 
January  3. 

Kvans  Medical  Ltd:  from  12  noon  on 
Friday,  December  23  to  9am  on  Monday, 
January  2. 

Kodak:  from  4.45pm  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  8.30am  on 
Wednesday,  January  4.  Orders  for 
delivery  before  Christmas  should  be 
placed  by  December  14. 
Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme:  from  5.30pm  on 
Friday,  December  23  through  to  9am  on 
Tuesday,  January  3.  Emergency  medical 
enquiries  will  be  handled  by  telephone 
(0992)467272. 

Napp  Laboratories:  from  12  noon  on 
Friday,  December  23  through  to  9am  on 
Tuesday,  January  3.  Orders  should  be 
placed  by  Friday,  December  16. 
Pfizer:  from  12.30pm  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  9am  on  Monday, 
January  2.  Orders  received  by  noon  on 
Thursday,  December  15  will  be  delivered 
before  Christmas. 

William  Ransom  &  Son:  from  5pm  on 
Friday,  December  23  through  to  8.30am 
on  Tuesday,  January  3. 
Searle  Pharmaceuticals:  Last  date  for 
orders  to  be  accepted  for  delivery  before 
Christmas  is  Thursday,  December  15. 
Sterling  Health  /  Winthrop  Laboratories: 
from  4pm  on  Friday,  December  23  to  9am 
on  Tuesday,  January  3.  Emergency 
medical  inquiries  on  01-399  5252.  Orders 
for  delivery  by  December  23  must  be 
placed  by  December  14. 
Upjohn  Ltd:  from  12  noon  on  Friday, 
December  23  through  to  8.30am  on 
Tuesday,  January  3. 
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PRESCRIPTION  SPECIALITIES 


Fortum  —  injectable 
cephalosporin 

Manufacturer  Glaxo  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Greenford,  Middlesex 
Description  White  to  faintly  yellow 
powder  in  vials  containing  500mg,  lg  and 
2g  ceftazidime  (as  pentahydrate)  with 
sodium  carbonate  (1 18mg  or  2.3mEq 
sodium  per  g  ceftazidime).  Dissolves,  with 
effervescence,  in  water  for  injections 
Indications  Cephalosporin  antibiotic 
resistant  to  most  beta-lactamases  and 
active  against  a  wide  range  of  Gram- 
positive  and  Gram-negative  bacteria. 
Indications  include  infections  of  the 
respiratory  tract,  ear,  nose,  throat, 
urinary  tract,  skin  and  soft  tissue,  bone 
and  joint;  gastro-intestinal,  biliary  and 
abdominal  infections;  infections 
associated  with  dialysis;  general  severe 
infections,  eg  septicaemia,  meningitis 
Dosage  Adults  —  Range  1  to  6g  per  day 
by  iv  or  im  injection.  In  urinary  tract 
infections  and  many  less  severe  infections, 
500mg  or  lg  12-hourly  is  usually 
adequate.  In  most  infections  lg  8-hourly 
or  2g  12-hourly  should  be  given.  Children 
—  usual  range  30  to  lOOmg  per  kg  per  day 
as  two  or  three  divided  doses.  Neonates 
up  to  two  months  —  25  to  60mg  per  kg 
per  day  as  two  divided  doses.  Reduced 
doses  in  impaired  renal  function.  See 
literature. 

Contra-indications  Known  sensivity  to 
cephalosporins 

Precautions  Care  in  penicillin  sensitivity. 
High  doses  should  be  given  with  care  to 
patients  on  nephrotoxic  drugs.  Use  in 
pregnancy  requires  anticipated  benefits  to 
outweigh  possible  risks.  Caution  in 
nursing  mothers  as  excreted  in  breast  milk 
in  low  concentrations.  Prolonged  use  may 
result  in  overgrowth  of  susceptible 
organisms 

Side  effects  Infrequent  adverse  reactions 


include  local  reactions,  hypersensitivity, 
and  gastro-intestinal  effects 
Pharmaceutical  precautions  Vials  should 
be  stored  below  25°C.  Occasional  storage 
at  temperatures  not  higher  than  30°C  for 
up  to  two  months  is  not  detrimental.  It  is 
preferable  to  use  freshly  constituted 
solutions  but  if  this  is  not  practicable 
satisfactory  potency  is  retained  for  18 
hours  at  temperatures  below  25°C  when 
prepared  in  water  for  injection  or  other 
recommended  injections 
Packs  Vials  —  5  x  500mg  (£24.75  trade), 
5  X  lg  (£49.50)  and  5  x  2g  (£99).  5  X  2g 
infusion  packs  (£99) 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only. 
Hospitals  only 
Issued  December  1983 


MCP  pack  additions 


MCP  Pharmaceuticals  have  added  a  60 
and  250  tablet  pack  of  Ismo-20  to  their 
range  (£5.10  and  £20  NHS  respectively). 
Palfium  tablets  5  and  lOmg  are  now 
packed  in  60s.  MCP  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Simpson  Parkway,  Kirk  ton  Campus, 
Livingston,  West  Lothian. 


Loestrin  20  packs 
back  to  normal 

All  orders  for  Loestrin  20  are  now  being 
met  by  the  normal  pack  consisting  of  a 
blister-packed  foil  of  21  tablets  with 
patient  leaflet,  contained  in  a  redesigned 
sleeve.  This  replaces  the  emergency  pack 
which  was  introduced  for  a  short  period 
recently.  Parke-Davis  do  not  anticipate 
any  supply  problems  in  the  future.  Parke- 
Davis  Research  Laboratories,  Mitchell 
House,  Southampton  Road,  East/eigh, 
Hants  SOS  5R  Y. 


New  'stamp'  for 
Merital  AM 

There  has  been  a  change  to  the  Merital 
AM  tablet.  Both  sides  of  each  tablet  are 
now  stamped  with  the  letters  "AM." 
Albert  Products,  Division  of  Hoechst  UK 
Ltd,  50  Salisbury  Road,  Hounslow, 
Middlesex  TW4  6JH. 


Hismanal  indications 


Following  submission  of  additional 
clinical  data,  the  indications  for  Hismanal 
have  been  extended  from  seasonal  allergic 
rhinitis  to  include  "other  conditions 
normally  responsive  to  antihistamines, 
including  allergic  skin  reactions". 

The  preparation  is  now  approved  for 
children  aged  6-12  years  at  half  the  adult 
dosage  of  lOmg  (one  tablet)  daily  before  a 
meal.  Janssen  Pharmaceutical  Ltd, 
Chapel  Street,  Marlow,  Bucks  SL7  1ET. 


Evans  Mersalyl 


Mersalyl  Injection  BP  1973  5  x2ml 
ampoules  has  been  added  to  Evans 
Medical's  injection  range  (£8.91  trade). 
Evans  Medical  Ltd,  The  Old  Post  House, 
London  End,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks. 


MST  in  blisters 


MST  Continus  tablets  30mg  are  now 
supplied  in  blister  packs  of  60  (£19.16 
trade).  Blister  packing  for  the  10,  60  and 
lOOmg  strengths  will  follow  later.  Napp 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Cambridge  Science 
Park,  Milton  Road,  Cambridge. 


ARE  YOU  ON  ROTA  FOR  CHRISTMAS? 


During  the  festive  season,  there  is  a  traditional 
tendency  towards  over-indulgence  in  food  and 
drink  often  leading  to  diarrhoea  and  stomach 
upsets. 

To  alert  the  public  to  this  hazard  and  to  the 
need  to  provide  themselves  with  a  convenient  and 
effective  treatment,  to  be  on  hand  if  needed,  we 
shall  be  advertising  Enterosan  extensively  in  the 
national  press  prior  to  Christmas. 

Enterosan  is  the  kaolin  and  morphine  tablet 


you  can  counter-prescribe  with  confidence  for 
diarrhoea  and  seasonal  stomach  upsets. 

It  is  also  three  times  more  profitable  than 
liquid  kaolin  and  morphine. 

Be  sure  to  anticipate  the  demand  and  order 
now  from  your  local  wholesalers. 

Sole  distributor: 

David  Anthony  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd., 

59  Crosby  Road  North,  Liverpool,  L22  4QD 
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C&B  PHARMACY  SURVEY 


Pharmacists  face  1984  with 
a  clawback  hangover 

It's  not  much  fun  being  a  pharmacist.  No  other  group 
in  the  High  Street  looks  back  on  1983  with  less 
satisfaction  and  no  other  group  looks  forward  to  1984 
with  more  anxiety. 


Half  the  pharmacists  who  replied  to  a 
special  C&D  survey  said  they  expect 
profits  to  be  down  next  year.  That  follows 
a  1983  which  one  in  five  of  them  said  was 
worse  than  the  year  before.  And  it  is  clear 
from  the  survey  —  designed  to  test  the 
mood  of  retailers  as  1983  draws  to  a  close 
—  that  the  cause  of  the  despondency  is  the 
relationship  between  the  community 
chemist  and  the  government.  The  NHS 
contract  and  the  clawback  dominate 
pharmacists'  thoughts  about  their 
business  prospects. 

For  although  the  survey  —  carried  out 
for  C&D  by  Benn  Business  Research 
Department  —  specifically  asked  chemists 
to  limit  their  replies  to  non-NHS  business, 
most  respondents  found  it  impossible  to 
contain  their  anger. 

"The  subsidy  we  give  to  the  NHS 
from  counter  sales  must  at  least  double 
during  the  clawback  —  the  two  are 
inseparable,"  wrote  a  Dorset  chemist. 

And  a  colleague  from  Somerset 
prefaced  his  replies  with  this  note:  "In 
1972  my  NHS  turnover  constituted  48  per 
cent  —  in  1983  it  was  82  per  cent.  Counter 
trade  has  only  doubled  during  a  period 
when  inflation  has  quadrupled  prices; 
continued  viability  depends  entirely  on 
the  importance  the  government  attaches 


to  small  community  pharmacies  and  to 
the  NHS  in  general.  Its  recent  record 
suggests  this  government  is  interested  in 
neither." 

Questionnaires  were  sent  to  50 
pharmacists  and  to  50  people  in  each  of 
eight  other  retail  sectors.  The  response 
rate  among  pharmacists  was  56  per  cent. 
The  forms  were  sent  out  in  October  and 
returned  before  the  recent  developments 
which  could  affect  the  level  of  clawback 
chemists  will  have  to  pay  and  before  the 
Chancellor's  November  economic 
statement. 

Gloom  and  . . . 

It  seems  unlikely  that  the  gloom  in  the 
dispensary  will  be  easily  lifted. 
Pharmacists  were  at  least  as  unhappy  in  a 
similar  survey  carried  out  last  year,  and 
the  clawback  was  less  of  an  issue  then. 

Only  40  per  cent  of  pharmacists  this 
year  said  that  their  performance  in  1983 
had  been  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
12  months  —  the  comparable  figure  for 
the  retail  trade  in  general  was  67  per  cent, 
and  for  some  groups  it  rose  as  high  as  80 
per  cent.  Last  year,  however,  only  30  per 
cent  of  chemists  said  business  was  better. 


Fully  one  in  five  of  the  chemists  said  1983 
was  worse  than  1982,  more  than  twice  the 
proportion  for  traders  in  general. 

Those  who  did  report  an  improvement 
offered  a  variety  of  reasons.  It  was  the 
long  hot  summer  for  a  sea-side  pharmacy, 
and  more  effective  selling  for  a  small 
group  based  in  the  South.  "We  have 
concentrated  on  improving  our 
merchandising  and  stock  range,"  the 
managing  director  said.  A  proprietor  in 
S.  Wales  said  both  counter  and  NHS 
takings  have  shown  an  increase  with  no 
dimunition  in  gross  profit,  and  put  that 
down  mainly  to  altered  circumstances  in 
the  area. 

A  proprietor  in  Northern  Ireland 
explained  his  improvement  by  a  large 
increase  in  photographic  processing  and 
counter  prescribing.  He  did  not,  however, 
expect  to  maintain  the  same  level  of  D&P 
work  in  1984  —  unless  it  turns  out  to  be 
another  exceptional  summer. 

Counter  trade  of  a  High  Street 
pharmacy  near  Taunton  rose  by  10  per 
cent  despite  the  opening  of  an  Asda  store 
there  —  dispensing  figures  increased  too. 

For  a  London  chain  the  improvement 
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seemed  to  be  a  matter  of  higher  turnover 
and  good  accounting  practice.  "Sales 
performance  is  ahead  of  inflation  with 
costs  declared  as  a  percentage  of  sales, 
which  despite  a  fall  in  gross  margins 
meant  an  overall  increase  in  net 
profitability,"  wrote  the  group's  senior 
pharmacist. 

Those  who  reported  a  worse  year 
tended  to  be  more  reticent  about  the 
reasons.  "Turnover  only  3-4  per  cent  up, 
costs  up  over  10  per  cent,"  wrote  one. 
"Poor  NHS  performance,"  said  another, 
and  a  third  blamed  loss  of  trade  to 
supermarkets. 

That  was  also  the  reason  put  forward 
by  a  director  in  the  north  west.  He  said 
the  local  large  supermarket  was  taking 
full  page  newspaper  advertisements  and 
offering  very  low  cut  prices.  A  Superdrug 
store  also  opened  nearby  and  market 
traders  were  obtaining  large  stocks  — 
some  discontinued  lines  —  and  selling  at 
rock  bottom  prices. 

About  40  per  cent  of  the  pharmacy 
survey  reported  business  was  about  the 
same  as  last  year  —  a  higher  proportion 
than  in  any  other  retail  sector. 

"We  should  have  increased  but  a 
'leapfrogger'  prevented  further  counter 
growth  in  one  outlet  and  reduced  NHS," 
said  the  spokesman  for  a  pair  of  shops  in 
Essex.  He  also  blamed  council  policy 
towards  the  High  Street  and  planning 
blight,  but  did  not  elaborate. 

A  Scottish  chemist  commented: 
"While  OTC  business  is  showing  signs  of 


improvement,  there  is  a  large 
questionmark  over  NHS  profitability." 

And  a  very  large  questionmark  over 
the  profits  pharmacies  expect  to  make  in 
1984.  Exactly  half  of  the  chemists  who 
replied  to  our  survey  said  they  think 
profits  will  decline  next  year.  Only  a 
quarter  expect  them  to  rise.  No  other 
retail  sector  produced  anything  like  that 
prophecy  of  gloom,  and  the  reason  is  not 
hard  to  find. 


57pc  less  optimistic 


"The  deadweight  of  the  NHS  clawback 
will  undermine  morale  and  retail  sales," 
was  how  one  West  Country  chemist 
summed  it  up. 

That  was  in  response  to  a  question 
designed  to  test  the  confidence  of  the 
retail  sector  as  1983  drew  to  a  close.  "Are 
you  more  or  less  optimistic  than  you  were 
three  months  or  so  ago  about  the  business 
outlook  for  your  own  sector  of  trade  in 
1984?",  we  asked.  Less  optimistic,  was 
the  emphatic  response  from  57  per  cent  of 
the  pharmacists.  Over  all  the  other  retail 
sectors  we  surveyed,  the  average  for  the 
reply  was  only  14  per  cent. 

Nor  were  the  pharmacists  particularly 
cheerful  when  asked  the  same  question 
about  the  High  Street  in  general.  Over  the 
whole  survey  32  per  cent  said  they  felt 
encouraged  by  the  happenings  of  the 
previous  three  months.  Among  chemists 
there  was  only  one  hopeful  one.  Most 


chemists  said  they  were  neither  more  nor 
less  optimistic  about  retailing  in  general, 
but  only  a  third  of  them  felt  that  unmoved 
about  pharmacy. 

"While  we  have  had  a  wonderful 
Summer,  money  is  tight  and 
unemployment  is  still  rising,"  said  the 
proprietor  of  a  pharmacy  in  Dorset. 
"With  the  DHSS  clawback  I  see  a  cash- 
flow crisis  which  will  inhibit  purchases  for 
trade." 

"Pharmacy  is  still  and  increasingly 
operating  within  a  professional  straight- 
jacket  without  any  commensurate 
reward,"  said  another  sea-sider  —  this 
time  in  Essex. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  country,  in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  a  director  said: 
"Things  are  not  on  the  mend.  The 
increasing  number  of  empty  shops  nearby 
suggests  things  are  still  going  down. 

"Despite  all  the  incredibly  hard  work 
of  my  staff  and  myself,  which  includes 
staff  training,  delivery  service,  keen 
buying  and  murderous  price  cutting,  little 
improvement  is  showing  in  our  takings." 

A  Somerset  pharmacist  said  he  works 
in  the  middle  of  an  area  of  high 
unemployment.  "My  shop  is  on  the 
poorer  side  of  town  —  largely  council 
house  tenants,  largely  unemployed.  More 
importance  is  increasingly  attached  to 
food,  less  to  toiletries  etc.  More  shoppers 
gravitate  towards  multiples." 

A  London  pharmacy  director  made  a 
Continued  on  pl060 


The  Space 


Modisplay  pride  themselves  on  having  a  professional  approach  to 
shop-fitting  founded  on  a  thorough  knowledge  gained  over 
the  last  twenty  years. 

Modisplay  offer  the  complete  service  including  Store  design  and 
planning,  manufacture  and  installation  of  probably  the  finest 
and  most  versatile  system  available.  Each  installation  is  specifically 
designed  to  meet  all  your  requirements,  manufactured  in  our  own 

factory  and  installed  by  one  of  our  expert 
fitting  teams. 

The  next  time  you  refit  or  are  opening  a 
new  shop ,  consult  the  experts  and 
take  the  worry  out  of  shop-fitting  — 
Call  in  Modisplay. 

Value  for  money 
shelving  systems 
Telephone  01-5194872 

'  I  would  like  more  information  about  the  Modisplay  system 
|  Company  


1 


Address 


Name 


Tel 


I     Modisplay  (Store  Fittings)  Ltd. 

242,  Romford  Road,  Forest  Gate,  London  E  7  9HZ 

L Tel:  01-519  4872 
CD102I 
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C&D  PHARMACY  SURVEY 


Continued  from  pl059 

More  unity  and  action' 
or  pharmacy  loses  as 
DHSS  turns  screw 

similar  point.  "There's  less  and  less 
specialisation  from  other  retailers. 
They're  trying  increasingly  to  encroach  on 
my  type  of  trade,"  he  wrote. 

But  it  is  the  clawback  that  surfaces 
again  and  again  as  the  main  cause  for 
concern. 

"Pharmacists  are  bound  to  be 
considerably  affected  by  the  clawback  of 
monies  which  materially  assisted  their 
operations,  and  there  seems  no  likelihood 
of  increasing  counter  sales  to  offset  this," 
commented  a  South  Wales  practitioner. 
And  another  Somerset  chemist  said  his 
answer  to  the  question  was  mainly 
political.  "Unless  we  as  a  profession  can 
develop  more  unity  and  action  from  the 
whole  of  community  pharmacy  we  will 
continually  be  used  as  Aunt  Sally  —  and 
every  time  the  DHSS  turn  the  screw  we 
will  lose  out." 

His  view  of  the  High  Street  in  general 
is  that  events  since  the  summer  have  done 
nothing  to  make  him  more  or  less 
optimistic,  but  the  tone  of  his  comments 
is  not  cheerful. 

"There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
business  in  general  should  take  an 
upsurge,"  he  said.  "Wages  increases  are 
matching  increases  in  inflation. 
Unemployment  is  still  going  up.  Where  is 
the  extra  money  for  trading  coming  from? 
The  best  hope  is  by  diversifying  one's 
business." 

A  pharmacist  in  Wiltshire  said  much 
the  same  thing  —  "The  public  have  about 
the  same  amount  of  disposable  income  as 
three  months  ago"  —  and  a  Scot  with  a 
similar  feeling  about  business  prospects 
commented:  "Government  promised  a 
lesser  bureaucratic  involvement  in 
business  plus  'freedom  to  get  on  with  the 
job.'  We  have  yet  to  see  any  evidence  of 
this."- 


Bottoming  out? 


In  Norfolk,  the  proprietor  of  a  High 
Street  pharmacy  was  one  of  the  few  to  say 
the  previous  three  months  had  made  him 
more  optimistic,  although  only  "very 
slightly."  "We  have  reached  the  bottom 
of  the  recession  and  consumer  spending  is 
now  likely  to  grow,"  he  explained. 

And  as  if  to  prove  that  it  is  possible  to 
look  on  the  bright  side  about  nearly 
anything,  a  pharmacist  from  Western 
Scotland  said  he  felt  more  optimistic 
about  prospects  for  chemists'  shops 
because  "the  effects  of  the  NHS  clawback 


should  begin  to  ease  later  in  1984." 

Stock  levels  in  pharmacies  are  most 
commonly  expected  to  remain  unchanged 
in  1984.  That  is  the  view  of  about  half  the 
chemists  who  took  part  in  the  survey,  and 
the  remainder  are  divided  about  equally 
between  those  who  think  stocks  will  rise 
and  those  who  think  levels  will  decline. 

That  is  broadly  in  line  with  the  rest  of 
the  High  Street,  but  pharmacists  are  less 
likely  than  most  shopkeepers  to  be 
broadening  their  range. 

The  value  of  sales  in  pharmacies  is 
expected  to  increase  next  year,  but,  not 
suprisingly,  by  less  than  other  retailers 
predict.  Eight  out  of  10  retailers  in  general 
think  turnover  will  be  up  by  5  per  cent  or 
more.  Only  six  out  of  10  chemists  agree. 
Anything  less  than  5  per  cent  is  unlikely  to 
match  inflation  next  year,  and  nearly  40 
per  cent  of  pharmacists  think  their  selling 
prices  will  rise  by  no  more  than  4  per  cent. 


Staffing  levels 


There  is  not  expected  to  be  much  change 
in  staffing  levels  in  1984.  Eight 
pharmacies  out  of  10  think  they  will  be 
employing  the  same  number  of  people  as 
in  1983,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  that 
was  more  or  less  the  same  as  in  1982.  One 
pharmacy  in  five  reported  a  cut  in  staff 
this  year,  in  common  with  the  average  for 
other  retailers,  and  about  the  same 
number  think  they  will  cut  staff  in  1984. 
Retailers  in  general  are  less  likely  to  do  so. 

The  questionnaire  asked  retailers  what 
action  they  would  most  like  to  see  from 
government  in  1984  to  help  their  business. 
The  clawback  was  a  popular  theme,  of 
course,  but  there  were  other  ideas  too. 

"Cut  the  number  of  bureaucrats  who 
are  constantly  pestering  us  directly  or  by 
mail,"  said  a  Scot.  "Simplify  sickness, 
VAT  and  all  other  compulsory 
government  schemes." 

"Greatly  increase  BPA  to  help  reduce 
the  incidence  of  leap-frogging," 
suggested  a  Wiltshire  pharmacist.  He 
added  that  the  government  should  at  least 
hold,  if  not  increase,  the  number  of 
university  places  for  pharmacists. 

"Put  people  back  to  work,"  said  a 
Tyneside  director.  "Find  out  from  small 
business  people  how  things  tick.  Enough 
of  crack-pot  politicians  privatising, 
nationalising,  municipalising  or 
whatever." 

"Give  the  same  tax  reliefs  on  business 
expenditure  to  retailers  as  is  given  to 
farmers,"  said  a  chemist  in  agricultural 
East  Anglia. 

There  were  plenty  of  mentions  for 
what  a  colleague  in  another  retail  sector 
called  "the  usual  moans"  —  rates,  VAT, 
National  Insurance.  And  plenty  of 
professional  pleas  with  a  familiar  ring. 

"Total  reorganisation  of  the  provision 


of  pharmaceutical  services  in  rural  areas 
so  that  all  dispensing  is  carried  out  under 
the  supervision  of  pharmacists,"  urged  a 
lady  who  described  herself  as  owner, 
proprietor  and  dogsbody  of  a  pharmacy 
in  East  Anglia.  "It  is  unethical  for 
doctors  to  have  a  financial  interest  in  the 
business  of  their  own  dispensing.  The 
temptation  to  fraud  is  well-nigh 
irresistible,"  she  said. 

A  Dorset  pharmacist  wanted  a  new 
DHSS  contract  with  suppliers  to  stabilise 
drug  prices  and  an  end  to  discounting.  A 
Londoner  asked:  "Pay  a  realistic  figure 
for  work  done  at  present  free  and  for 
National  Health  dispensing." 

"Set  up  a  multi/non-political  party 
independent  National  Health  Agency  to 
run  all  aspects  of  the  NHS,  including  GP 
services,  in  a  business-like  manner  not 
subject  to  change  of  government  policy  or 
general  election  manifestoes,"  was  the 
suggestion  from  Somerset.  From 
Lancashire  the  idea  was  to  limit  the 
opening  of  pharmacies,  establish  opening 
hours  and  limit  the  sales  of  specialist 
products  to  trained  or  registered  people. 

"Relaxation  of  the  'baby  and  the 
bathwater'  syndrome  we  are  presently 
experiencing.  Individualisation  of  the 
NHS  contract,"  said  an  Essex 
pharmacist. 


'Export  Mrs  Thatcher' 


Northern  Ireland  was  more  enterprising 
—  or  more  desperate.  "Export  Mrs 
Thatcher,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  all  at  the  DHSS  to  the 
Falklands,"  said  a  Belfast  pharmacist.  He 
added  a  plea  for  more  investment  to 
reduce  unemployment  and  more 
investment  in  education  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

But  as  a  pharmacy  managing  director 
from  Dorset  pointed  out,  chemists' 
demands  keep  coming  back  to  the  NHS. 

"The  current  terms  of  service  amount 
to  slavery,"  he  said.B 


1060 


Chemist  &  Druggist  10  December  1983 


Powerful  promotions,  shop 
?velopment  and  a  best  selling 
vn-label  range  of  products, 
lese  are  just  some  of  the  benefits 
>u  can  enjoy  when 
>u  join  Numark,  in 
dition,  of  course, 
a  first  class 
hicals  service* 

Massive  Buying  Power. 

umark  Wholesalers  offer 
g  discounts  on  top  quality 
rands,  so  you  can  buy  in  cheaply 
id  sell  really  competitively. 

Staff  Training. 

dvice,  demonstrations, 
iscussions  and  training 
Ims  for  managers  and 
:aff. 


Help  with  Finance. 

oans  can  be  arranged  for  up 
d  twenty  years  for  refitting  or 
usiness  development 

Big  impact 
iromotions. 

pecial  low-price  pro- 
notions  every  month 
upported  by  large- 
cale  advertising  in 
lational  newspapers, 
Jlster  television  and 
vomen's  magazines. 

Shop  development. 

xpert  advice  on  site 
ocation,  shop  design 
nd  refitting. 

Own  label  products. 

verything  from  baby 
are  and  household 
Droducts  to  packed 
joods  and  surgical 
dressings  in  the  exclu- 
ive  NPA  range. 

Price  Freezer 
5romotions. 

rices  held  for  four 
months  on  a  selection 
Df  popular  family  buys, 
to  emphasise 
/our  competitiveness. 

Computer  Technology. 

Advice  and  assistance  with  the 
atest  developments  in  pharmacy. 

Members'  Newspaper. 

-ively  quarterly  newspaper  packed 
with  information,  articles  and 
useful  advice. 


NUMARK, 
WHERE 
EVERYTHING  FITS 
TOGETHER  FOR 

MAXIMUM 
EFFICIENCY  AND 

PROFIT 


See  how  Numark  solves  the 
buying  and  marketing  puzzle. 

Get  the  complete  picture  from 
your  local  Numark  Wholesaler  or 
Numark  Central  Office,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts. 
Telephone  0985  215555. 


*Ethicals  Service  is  not  available  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Inumark 

l—^CHEMIST 


A  COMPREHENSIVE  SERVICE  TO  THE  INDEPENDENT  CHEMIST. 


No  matter  how  grown-up  children  may  be, 
they're  a  pain  when  they  get  headaches. 

So  Wellcome  have  developed  a  new  Calpol, 
alpol  Six  Plus,  for  pain  and  fever  relief  in 
hildren  six  years  and  over. 

Calpol  Six  Plus  is  the  only  liquid  paracet- 
amol-based analgesic  specifically formulated  for 
this  age  group,  having  an  effective  level  of 
paracetamol  in  a  minimum  dose,  250  mg/5mL 
So  it's  convenient  to  administer  and  also 
has  that  fruity  Calpol  taste.  Calpol  Six  Plus 
certainly  merits  shelf-space  as  does  its  very  suc- 
cessful sister  product,  Calpol  Infant  Suspension 

Both  of  them  are 
available  only  through 
pharmacies. 

Now  you'll  find 
Calpol  can  help  with 
both  the  little  babies, 
and  the  grown-up 
ones  as  well. 


Wellcome  Consumer  Division,  Wellcome 
The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Crewe,  Cheshire. 


For  6-year-olds  and  over. 


INGREDIENTS:  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  -  EACH  5  ML  CONTAINS  120  MG  PARACETAMOL  BP  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  -  EACH  5  ML  CONTAINS  250MG  PARACETAMOL  BP  USES:  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  PAIN 
(INCLUDING  TEETHING  PAIN)  AND  FEVERISHNESS  DOSAGE:  CHILDREN  3  12  MONTHS  5  ML  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  FOUR  TIMES  DAILY  16  YEARS  10  ML  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  FOUR  TIMES 
DAILY  6  12  YEARS  10  ML  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  FOUR  TIMES  DAILY  ADULTS  AND  CHILDREN  OVER  12  YEARS.  20MLCACPOL  SIX  PLUS  FOUR  TIMES  DAILY  NOT  MORE  THAN  4  DOSES  SHOULD  BE  ADMINISTERED  IN 
ANY  24  HOUR  PERIOD  DO  NOT  REPEAT  DOSES  MORE  FREQUENTLY  THAN  4  -HOURLY  DOSAGE  FOR  CHILDREN  UNDER  3  MONTHS  IS  AT  PHYSICIAN'S  DISCRETION  CONTRA-INDICATIONS:  NONE  KNOWN 
PRECAUTIONS:  TO  BE  USED  WITH  CAUTION  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  RENAL  OR  HEPATIC  DYSFUNCTION  SIDE  AND  ADVERSE  EFFECTS:  SIDE  EFFECTS  ARE  RARE  IN  THERAPEUTIC  DOSES.  REPORTS  OF 
ADVERSE  REACTIONS  ARE  RARE  AND  ARE  GENERALLY  ASSOCIATED  WITH  OVERDOSAGE  ISOLATED  CASES  OF  THROMBOCYTOPENIC  PURPURA  METHAEMOGLOBINAEMIA  AND  AGRANULOCYTOSIS  HAVE 
BEEN  RECORDED  NEPHROTOXIC  EFFECTS  ARE  UNCOMMON  AND  HAVE  NOT  BEEN  REPORTED  IN  ASSOCIATION  WITH  THERAPEUTIC  DOSES  EXCEPT  AFTER  PROLONGED  ADMINISTRATION.  OVERDOSAGE 
MAY  CAUSE  HEPATIC  NECROSIS  COST  TO  PHARMACY:  CALPOL  INFANT  SUSPENSION  70ML£0  47  140ML£0  86  1  LITRE  £6  27  (PL3/5067)  CALPOL  SIX  PLUS  100ML£0  84  (PL3/0182)  FURTHER 
INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST  CALPOL  IS  A  TRADE  MARK 


AIDS  TO  BUSINESS 


Printing  with  ease 


"Ease  of  operations  with  no  mess"  is  the 
byword  of  a  new  label  printing  machine 
launched  by  Shorebridge. 

Using  the  principle  of  the  pre-inked 
hand  stamp,  which  replaced  the  old 
rubber  stamp  with  their  liquid  ink  pad, 
the  PMS  (pre-inked,  multicoloured,  self- 
adhesive)  label  printer  is  said  to  last  for 
over  100,000  impressions. 

Labels  up  to  3 in  width  can  be  used  and 
adjustments  allow  for  an  infinite  variety 
of  lengths,  plain  and  partially-printed  die 
cut  labels,  and  most  backing  papers.  A 
counter  sets  the  run  length.  Print  face 
stereos  can  be  changed  "in  seconds  ", 

Key  grip  helps 
the  handicapped 

A  product  to  help  the  elderly  and  the 
handicapped  who  have  difficulty 
unlocking  doors  has  been  introduced  by 
Preston  Processing  of  Blackpool. 

The  Sesame  key  grip  is  a  simple  key 
holder  for  Yale  type  keys.  The  key  is 


each  contained  in  a  plastic  holder  to 
ensure  the  operator  does  not  come  into 
contact  with  ink. 

The  printer,  which  retails  at  £700, 
could  eliminate  problems  of  buying  pre- 
inked  labels  with  long  lead  times  and 
minimum  order  quantities,  say  the 
makers.  Shorebridge  Ltd,  Cores  End 
Road,  Rose  Industrial  Estate,  Bourne 
End,  Bucks  SL8  5BA. 


placed  through  a  special  slot  in  the  holder 
which  allows  the  key  to  be  put  in  the  lock 
and  turned  with  optimum  leverage. 

The  key  grip  (£0.75)  is  available  in 
four  colours;  red,  yellow,  orange  and 
blue.  It  is  packed  in  boxes  of  50  and  can 
be  purchased  direct  (specify  colour)  from 
Preston  Processing  Ltd,  Unit  10, 
Sycamore  Trading  Estate,  Squire  Gate 
Lane,  Blackpool,  Lanes. 


Kikalong  is  an  updated  mobile  safety 
step-stool  available  in  ten  colours  and 
designed  to  comply  with  UK  Health  and 
Safety  standards.  Price  is  £29.95,  with 
discounts  for  bulk  orders.  Salestrend 
Products,  476  Chessington  Road,  West 
Ewell,  Epsom,  Surrey  KT19  9ES 


COMPARE  OUR  PRICES  ON 
TOILETRIES  AND  WE  CAN  PROMISE 
YOU  WILL  NOT  WANT  TO  GO 
ANYWHERE  ELSE  FOR  YOUR  SUPPLIES 


CROWN  CREST 
CASH  &  CARRY 

THE  CROWN  CREST  CENTRE, 
LOUGHBOROUGH  ROAD, 

LEICESTER. 
TELEPHONE:  0533  666090 


Are  pleased  to  announce  the 

Grand  Opening 

of  their 

NEW  CASH  &  CARRY  on 
Friday,  16th  December,  1983 
at  3.00  pm. 


£3f000  Reward 

will  be  paid  to  anybody  who  can 
name  all  the  new  shops  opened  in 
London  in  November. 


200-300  new  shops 

open  in  London  every  single  month 
we  know  the  addresses  of  all  of  them. 

This  explosive  information  is  available 
to  your  main  competitor  or  to  you, 
who  will  it  be  ...  ? 

Pick  up  the  'phone  and  call 

01-451  2292 

Now! 

Ruth  James,  Mast  Enterprises, 
Suite  4,  37  Christchurch  Avenue, 
London  SMW6. 

■— —gap— — ^ ^m^^^^^ 
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Six-way  sales  analysis  of  product 
sectors  is  offered  on  the  RS8 
electronic  cash  register  from  Omron. 
Optional  extras  include  a  customer 
turret  and  battery  operation  to  cope 
with  power  cuts.  The  RS8  (£310)  is 
available  from  Omron  dealers 
(including  the  Cash  Regas  nationwide 
organisation)  or  direct  from  Omron 
Terminals  (UK),  58  Coombe  Road,  New 
Maiden,  Surrey 


Type-a-label 


Thames  computing  are  offering  a 
compact  daisy  wheel  typewriter  with  a 
memory  which  can  hold  500  phrases  or 
drug  names  for  prescription  labelling. 

The  typewriter  (£550)  is  easy  to  use 
and  only  five  minutes  training  is  required, 
say  Thames.  The  user  may  add  to,  delete 
from  or  change  any  of  the  phrases  or 
drugs  held  in  the  memory. 


The  typewriter  uses  the  standard 
dispensing  labels  and  occupies  only 
14  x  16in  of  bench  space. 

Three  months  labour  and  nine  months 
part  warranty  are  provided  with  the 
typewriter,  which  is  sold  on  a  seven  day 
trial  with  a  full  refund  if  not  satisfied. 
Thereafter,  annual  maintenance  is 
available  at  a  cost  of  £75.00.  Thames 
Computing  Ltd,  PO  Box  346,  Windsor, 
Berks  FL4  4UZ. 

Dispensary  labeller 
covers  over  600  drugs 

PharmAssist  is  a  dispensary  labeller  based 
on  an  unexpanded  Epsom  HX20. 
Launched  by  BPA  computer  systems,  the 
system  uses  a  ROM  cartridge  to  load  the 
program,  which  is  then  held  in  the 
computer  until  it  is  cleared. 

The  program  is  written  in  machine 
code  and  includes  over  600  drugs, 
allowing  for  over  1 ,000  lines  to  be  catered 
for.  The  drugs  are  weighted  in  order  of 
usage.  The  user  selects  a  drug  by  keying 
the  first  letter,  and  the  program  then 
selects  the  most  commonly  used  drug. 
Keying  further  letters  provides 
alternatives.  Warnings  are  appended 
when  necessary,  with  up  to  six  from  a 
"comprehensive"  list  being  selected. 

The  price  of  the  system  is  £695  +  VAT, 
and  includes  the  program  cartridge,  user 
manual  and  label  roll  holder.  A 


maintenance  contract  is  available  at  10 
per  cent  per  annum  of  initial  cost.  A 
discount  scheme  is  available  for  orders  of 
multiple  units.  BPA  is  also  able  to  supply 
a  range  of  compatible  software  for  other 
operations  such  as  word  processing, 
invoicing  and  accounting.  BPA  Computer 
Systems,  London  House,  14c  High  Street, 
Buntingford,  Herts. 


A  new  space-saving  idea  from  Actel 
provides  a  raised  mounting  platform 
for  use  with  the  Epsom  HX-20,  FX  and 
RX-80  printers.  The  makers  say  it  can 
also  reduce  operator  fatigue  as  the 
keyboard  is  raised  some  eight  inches 
and  is  slightly  inclined  forward.  The 
product  (£15.00)  could  be  useful  to 
chemists  using  labelling  systems. 
Actel  Computer  Ltd,  The  Computer 
Centre,  Bugbrooke  Road,  Gayton, 
Northampton  NN7  3EU 


Make  the  French  connection  with  the 

welcome  return 
of  Europe's  best  selling 
throat  pastille. 


Valda  pastilles  arc- 
back  to  soothe  the 
throats  of  your 
more  discerning  customers,  whose 
interest  in  this  unique  product  has  never 
declined.  Now  we  are  directing  them  to  retail 
chemists,  make  sure  you  don't  miss 
Iircl    the  seasonal  sales  peak  for  this 
^  ^      traditionally  popular 

"alternative  pastille"  with  the 
distinctive  French  appeal. 
Valda  is  now  available  at  leading  wholesalers, 
for  further  information  contact:  Pharmagen 
Limited,  West  Lane,  Runcorn,  Cheshire 
WA7  2PE.  Telephone:  0928  712918 


W  PASTILLES 


4  f. 


ALDA 

PASTILLES 


LABORATOIRES  VALDA 

PARIS 
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The  alternative  throat  pastille. 
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ADVANCES  IN  THERAPY  1983 


by  C.R.  Day,  FPS 


Steady  progress  not  helped 
by  Government  action 


It  was  forecast  by  Professor  J.T.  Smith  at 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in 
September  that  genetic  technology  will 
become  the  method  of  choice  for  the 
production  of  expensive  medicines.  The 
chief  factor  underlying  this  prediction  is 
that  in  using  bacteria  for  the  production 
of  costly  peptides  all  procedures  are 
performed  by  bacterial  enzymes  which 
give  close  to  100  per  cent  yields,  as 
opposed  to  chemical  syntheses  which  tend 
to  give  up  to  50  per  cent  of  inactive 
isomers.  Thus  fewer  by-products,  and 
fewer  separation  and  purification 
procedures  are  required  with  genetic 
methods. 

To  put  these  methods  into  practice 
high  capital  investment  is  required,  and 
although  some  products  of  recombinant 
technology  are  already  available  a  great 
deal  more  research  must  be  undertaken. 
Expenditure  on  the  search  for  new 
therapeutic  agents  by  the  leading 
European  and  US  companies  in  1982 
amounted  to  the  astronomical  sum  of 
£2, 000m,  but  it  cannot  be  certain  that 
such  spending  will  provide  the  much 
sought  for  remedies  for  killer  diseases 
such  as  cancer  and  multiple  sclerosis,  or 
the  crippling  effects  of  rheumatoid 
arthritis.  The  situation  in  the  UK  cannot 
be  helped  by  the  stringent  Government 
action  insisting  on  price  reductions  by 
manufacturers  on  a  wide  range  of  drugs 
|     supplied  to  the  NHS.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 


no  further  demands  will  be  made  on  the 
industry  and  that  the  damage  caused  will 
not  greatly  dilute  the  activities  of  our 
research-based  companies. 

In  1983  there  has  been  steady,  if  not 
spectacular,  progress  in  some  fields  with 
useful  new  analgesics,  antibiotics  and 
antineoplastic  agents.  On  the  other  hand 
we  have  seen  the  withdrawal  of  several 
drugs  because  of  severe  or  even  fatal  side- 
effects,  the  occurence  of  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  at  their  introduction. 


Cardiovascular  drugs 


Flecainide  (Tambocor)  is  a  class  1  anti- 
arrhythmic drug  for  the  treatment  of 
ventricular  tachycardia  and  extrasystoles, 
having  a  similar  action  to  procainamide 
and  tocainide.  The  advised  adult  dosage  is 
1  to  2  tablets  twice  a  day  (each  tablet 
contains  flecainide  acetate  lOOmg),  with  a 
maximum  daily  dose  of  400mg.  After  3-5 
days  the  dose  should  be  adjusted  to  the 
minimum  required  to  control  the 
arrhythmia.  For  emergency  treatment 
flecainide  is  given  by  bolus  injection  or 
slow  intravenous  infusion  of  1.5mg/kg 
for  the  first  hour,  followed  by  0.25mg/kg 
per  hour,  transferring  to  oral  dosage  for 
further  maintenance. 

A  substance  not  available  in  simple 
form  is  penbutolol,  a  new  /3-adrenergic 
blocker,  which  in  combination  with 


frusemide  is  known  as  Lasipressin.  This  is 
supplied  as  tablets  containing  frusemide 
20mg  and  penbutolol  sulphate  40mg  for 
the  treatment  of  mild  or  moderate 
hypertension  in  a  dosage  of  one  tablet 
each  morning,  which  may  be  increased  to 
one  tablet  twice  daily  if  required. 
Penbutolol  usage  may  lead  to 
bronchospasm  and  heart  failure  in 
susceptible  subjects  but  such  incidence  is 
low,  possibly  because  of  the  part 
protection  afforded  by  the 
sympathomimetic  effect  of  the  substance. 
There  are  rare  reports  of  dizziness,  cold 
extremities,  insomnia,  rashes  and/or  dry 
eyes. 

The  /3-adrenergic  receptor  agonist, 
pirbuterol  (Exirel),  may  be  of  use  in 
treating  the  heart  failure  associated  with 
long-standing  respiratory  disease;  patients 
with  this  condition  have  a  poor  prognosis. 
A  recent  report  showed  that  pirbuterol 
produced  pulmonary  vasodilation,  thus 
decreasing  pulmonary  vascular  resistance 
and  resulting  in  an  improved  right 
ventricular  output,  so  easing  the  strain  on 
the  heart.  Nine  patients  were  treated  for 
six  weeks  during  which  the  beneficial 
effects  were  maintained. 


Drugs  affecting  the 
respiratory  system 

Although  the  mode  of  action  of 
corticosteroids  on  the  bronchi  is  not  fully 
understood,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
benefit  they  produce  in  asthma  not 
controlled  by  bronchodilators  and/or 
anti-allergic  agents.  An  addition  to  this 
group  is  therefore  welcome  in  the  form  of 
budesonide  (Pulmicort).  The  product  is 
supplied  in  a  novel  type  of  spacer  inhaler, 
which  collapses  to  a  small  size  for  storage. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  spacer  inhaler  does 
not  require  coordination  of  actuation  and 
inhalation,  resulting  in  a  greater 
percentage  of  the  inhaled  dose  being 
deposited  in  the  lungs  and  less  in  the 
mouth  and  throat.  An  added  advantage 
of  this  is  a  lower  incidence  of  steroid- 
induced  oropharyngeal  candidiasis.  The 
inhaler  for  adults  delivers  200mcg 
budesonide  per  dose  and  should  be  used 
twice  a  day;  a  paediatric  inhaler  gives  a 
50mcg  dose  and  the  dosage  for  children  is 
50  to  200mcg  twice  daily.  Refill  canisters 
are  available. 

A  drug  undergoing  clinical  trial  is 
tiaramide.  It  is  given  orally  to  asthma 
sufferers  who  remain  symptomatic 
despite  the  use  of  inhaled  prophylactic 
anti-asthma  drugs.  Tiaramide  inhibits  the 
action  of  mediators  released  from  mast 
cells  and  also  relaxes  smooth  muscle.  In 
13  patients  studied,  the  drug  increased  the 
peak  expiratory  flow-rate  and  decreased 
the  need  for  salbutamol. 


1066 


Chemist  &  Druggist  10  December  1983 


Pirbuterol  (Exirel)  is  a  new  j3- 
adrenergic  receptor  agonist  with  a 
selective  action  on  (]2  receptors.  It  is 
available  in  the  form  of  a  metered  aerosol 
(0.2mg  per  actuation),  10  and  15mg 
tablets  and  capsules,  and  a  syrup 
(7.5mg/5ml).  Pirbuterol  is  indicated  for 
the  management  and  prophylaxis  of 
bronchial  asthma  and  the  reversible 
bronchospasm  of  bronchitis  and 
emphysema.  The  maintenance  and 
prophylatic  dosage  is  two  inhalations 
three  or  four  times  a  day  with  a  maximum 
of  12  per  day.  The  tablet  dosage  is  10  or 
15mg  three  or  four  times  daily.  The  side 
effects  reported  are  similar  to  those 
reported  with  other  (i2  agonists. 

A  bronchodilator  similar  to 
salbutamol,  tulbuterol  (Bremax)  may 
possibly  be  introduced  in  the  UK  at  a 
future  date. 

Most  antihistamines  give  rise  to 
sedation  and  drowsiness,  but  astemizole 
(Hismanal)  is  a  long-acting  compound 
free  from  these  side-effects  as  it  does  not 
pass  the  blood-brain  barrier  in 
pharmacological  doses.  Its  indications  are 
for  the  management  of  hay  fever  and 
associated  conjunctivitis.  It  has  little 
action  against  wheezing  or  blocked  nose 
which  may  be  caused  by  mediators  other 
than  histamine.  Hismanal  is  supplied  as 


tablets  containing  astemizole  lOmg,  and 
dosage  for  adults  and  children  over  12 
years  is  one  tablet  daily  before  a  meal. 
Weight  gain  and  headache  are  reported 
side  effects. 


Centrally-acting  drugs 


It  would  seem  that  the  benzodiazepine 
group  is  still  far  from  exhausted,  despite 
the  minimal  differences  between  some 
members  of  the  series.  In  the  year  under 
review  no  less  than  four  new  compounds 
have  been  introduced. 

Alprazolam  (Xanax),  a  triazolo 
benzodiazepine,  is  for  the  short-term 
management  of  anxiety  and  anxiety 
associated  with  depression,  the  latter 
sometimes  occurring  as  a  condition  in 
which  the  underlying  depression  is 
masked  by  anxiety  symptoms.  Treatment 
is  by  0.25-0.5mg  thrice  daily,  the 
optimum  dosage  being  based  on  severity 
of  symptoms  and  patient  response.  At  an 
early  stage  in  its  clinical  studies 
alprazolam  showed  marked 
antidepressive  activity  and  an  extensive 
trial  comparing  it  with  the  tricyclic 
imipramine  has  demonstrated  that  at  an 
optimum  dosage  of  4.5mg  daily 
alprazolam  gave  equal  results  to 
imipramine  225mg  but  with  an  earlier 


onset  of  activity.  The  most  common  side- 
effect  of  alprazolam  was  drowsiness.  The 
authors  of  this  study  are  unable  to  explain 
the  mechanism  for  the  antidepressant 
action  of  the  drug  (J  Amer  Med  Assoc, 
1983,  249,  3057). 

Two  compounds  for  the  treatment  of 
insomnia  are  lormetazepam  (Loramet) 
and  loprazolam  (Dormonoct).  The 
former,  supplied  as  soft  gelatin  capsules 
containing  lmg  is  given  in  an  adult  dosage 
of  1  to  2mg  at  bedtime,  with  a  reduced 
dose  in  elderly  patients.  Loprazolam  is 
advised  to  be  given  at  the  rate  of  a  1  mg 
tablet  before  retiring,  increased  to  1.5  or 
2mg  if  needed.  Elderly  patients  should  not 
receive  more  than  lmg. 

The  remaining  compound  of  this 
group  is  midazolam  (Hypnovel),  which  is 
presented  as  an  injectable  solution  for 
intravenous  administration  prior  to  and 
during  minor  surgical,  dental  and  medical 
procedures.  Dosage  is  titrated  against 
patient  response  to  achieve  a  patient  who 
is  drowsy  with  slurred  and  thickened 
speech  but  still  able  to  respond  to 
command;  this  usually  occurs  between  a 
dose  of  2.5  and  7.5mg,  more  may  be  given 
if  necessary.  Midazolam  acts  within  30  to 
100  seconds  which  is  faster  than 
intravenous  diazepam  (1  to  3  mins),  but 
with  a  shorter  duration  of  effect.  Total 
amnesia  is  reported  following  some 
procedures.  Intravenous  diazepam  often 
causes  pain  at  the  site  of  injection  and 
superficial  thrombosis  but  this  has  largely 
been  overcome  by  the  use  of  an  oil  in 
water  emulsion  (Diazemuls).  Midazolam 
however  does  not  appear  to  induce 
painful  injection  sites  (Brit  Dent  J 1983, 
155,  47). 

A  new  tricyclic  antidepressant  is 
lofepramine  (Gamanil)  which  has  been 
marketed  in  tablet  form  containing  the 
equivalent  of  70mg  lofepramine  base,  for 
the  treatment  of  depressive  illness.  Adult 
dosage  ranges  from  140  to  210mg  daily 
given  in  divided  doses;  severe  cases  may 
need  a  higher  dosage.  The  chief  side- 
effects  are  dry  mouth,  constipation, 
disturbance  of  accommodation, 
tachycardia,  hypotension,  sweating  and 
tremor.  These  anticholinergic  side  effects 
are  stated  to  be  less  than  those  induced  by 
amitriptyline  or  imipramine. 

Continued  on  pl068 
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Continued  from  pl067 


Injectables  popular 
among  analgesics 

Several  analgesic  agents  have  been 
introduced  during  the  year.  Meptazinol 
(Meptid)  is  a  parenterally  given  agent  for 
the  relief  of  moderate  to  severe  pain, 
including  obstetric  and  post-operative 
pain  and  renal  colic.  For  adults  the  dose  is 
75  to  lOOmg  intramuscularly  repeated  two 
to  four  hourly  as  required,  in  obstetrics 
100  to  150mg  may  be  given  according  to 
body  weight.  For  intravenous  use  50  to 
lOOmg  is  given  by  slow  injection. 
Meptazinol  acts  at  opiate  receptors 
similarly  to  butorphanol  and 
buprenorphine;  accordingly  its  effect  is 
partially  reversed  by  the  opiate  antagonist 
naloxone.  It  causes  less  respiratory 
depression,  sedation  and  constipation 
than  other  opioid  analgesics  and  lOOmg 
intramuscularly  is  said  to  give  an 
equivalent  effect  to  morphine  15mg  by  the 
same  route. 

Sutoprofen  (Suprol)  is  a  sustained 
aryl-acetic  acid  given  orally  in  a  dosage  of 
200mg  three  or  four  times  a  day  for  mild 
to  moderate  pain  including  post- 
operative, post-episiotomy  and  osteo-  and 
rheumatoid  arthritis.  Maximum  effect  is 
obtained  in  1  to  2  hours.  Sutoprofen 
should  not  be  used  in  patients  sensitive  to 
salicylates  and  non-steroidal  anti- 
inflammatory agents. 

Nalbuphine  (Nubain)  is  another 
injectable  analgesic  of  the  phenanthrene 
series  for  the  alleviation  of  moderate  to 
severe  pain,  also  for  pre-and  post- 
operative analgesia.  It  is  supplied  in 
ampoules  containing  20mg  in  2ml.  The 
usual  dosage  is  10  to  20  mg  per  70kg  body 
weight.  Overdosage  is  treated  by 
intravenous  naloxone.  Side  effects  are 
said  to  be  few,  with  a  low  incidence  of 
nausea,  vomiting  and  psychotomimetic 
effects. 


A  powerful  analgesic  with  very  rapid 
and  brief  action  is  alfentanil  (Rapifen).  It 
is  given  intravenously  as  an  adjunct  to 
anaesthesia  in  short  operative  procedures 
and  out  patient  surgery  where  there  is 
spontaneous  respiration  in  a  dosage  of  up 
to  500^g  with  supplements  of  250^g. 
When  ventilation  is  assisted  the  initial 
dose  is  30  to  50/ug/kg  with  supplemental 
doses  of  15^g/kg.  Children  may  need 
higher  or  more  frequent  doses  because  of 
shorter  half-life.  Alfentanil  is  supplied  in 
2ml  ampoules  containing  500^g/ml. 
Respiratory  depression  is  antagonised  by 
naloxone,  and  bradycardia,  which  may 
occur,  by  atropine. 

Methotrimeprazine  injection, 
originally  known  as  Veractil,  has  been  re- 
introduded  under  the  name  Nozinan  for 
the  treatment  of  terminal  pain  and 
accompanying  distress  and  restlessness.  It 
is  supplied  in  1ml  ampoules  containing 
25mg  of  methotrimeprazine 
hydrochloride. 


For  the  management  of  psychotic 
disorders,  especially  chronic 
schizophrenia,  a  new  long-acting 
phenothiazine  named  pipothiazine 
(Piportal  Depot  injection)  is  now 
available.  After  initial  stabilising  doses, 
maintenance  is  by  50  to  lOOmg  every  four 
weeks  by  deep  intramuscular  injection, 
with  a  maximum  dose  of  200mg  every 
four  weeks.  Side  effects  of  pipothiazine 
are  those  common  to  other  phenothiazine 
derivatives. 

Another  agent  for  the  treatment  of 
acute  and  chronic  schizophrenia  is 
sulpiride  (Dolmatil).  This  compound  is 
unrelated  to  existing  neuroleptics  and  acts 
as  a  dopamine  receptor  antagonist.  The 
initial  dosage  is  200  to  400mg  twice  daily 
increased  if  needed,  to  1 ,200mg  twice  a 
day.  It  posseses  both  anti  depressant  and 
neuroleptic  properties,  while  the  sedation 
and  lack  of  affect  characteristic  of 
phenothiazines  and  butyrophenones  are 
not  features  of  sulpiride  therapy. 
Dolmatil  is  supplied  as  tablets  containing 
sulpiride  200mg. 


The  second  part  of  Advances  in 
Therapy  1983  will  appear  next  week, 
when  C.R.  Day,  FPS,  looks  at  new 
drugs  for  the  treatment  of 
musculoskeletal  and  joint  diseases, 
skin  disorders  and  cancers,  along  with 
contraception  and  antimicrobial 
agents 
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Lotussm  is  competitive,  especially  with 
Searle's  special 
bonus  terms. 


PSGB  STATUTORY  COMMITTEE 


Free  drugs  'perks' 
allegation 

Large  quantities  of  drugs  were  supplied 
free  of  charge  to  doctors  at  Whiston 
Hospital  on  Merseyside  as  "one  of  the 
perks  of  the  job,"  the  Statutory 
Committee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
was  told  last  week. 

"Such  perks  have  to  be  paid  for  and  I 
suspect  in  this  case  they  were  largely  paid 
for  by  the  taxpayer,"  said  Mr  Jocelyn 
Hill,  for  the  Society.  The  rules  in  all 
hospitals  were  that  doctors  prescribing  foi 
themselves  or  their  families  should  be 
asked  to  pay  the  full  cost  of  the  drugs  and 
not  merely  the  prescription  charge,  he 
said. 

Mr  David  Wolfson,  a  principle 
pharmacist,  and  Mr  Ronald  Goodman, 
the  area  pharmacist,  both  from 
Liverpool,  are  accused  of  professional 
misconduct. 

Mr  Hill  produced  over  1 ,000 
prescriptions  which  he  said  showed  that 
the  two  men  had  misused  "their  position 
of  considerable  trust"  from  1980  until 
April  1982.  He  said  there  was  no 
suggestion  that  they  had  made  money  out 
of  it,  but  they  allowed  others  to  have 
perks  which  a  responsible  pharmacist 
would  have  put  a  stop  to. 

Mr  Wolfson,  principal  pharmacist  in 
the  dispensary  at  Whiston  Hospital,  and 
Mr  Goodman  face  five  charges:  supplying 
large  quanities  of  medicinal  and  other 
products  free  of  charge  contrary  to 
instructions;  failing  to  prevent  such 
supplies  continuing  after  the  Area  Health 
Authority  had  drawn  their  attention  to  it; 
being  lax  over  security  in  the  hospital's 
pharmacy;  disposing  of  drugs  well  within 
their  expiry  dates  without  consent  and 
proper  accountability;  and  the  supply  by 
Mr  Wolfson  of  120  cimetidine  tablets  to 
Mr  Goodman  without  a  doctor's 
prescription. 

Mr  Hill  said  that  a  stocktaking  in  the 
dispensary  had  disclosed  boxes  marked 


"staff"  containing  prescription  forms.  In 
some  a  doctor  was  prescribing  for 
himself,  his  children  or  for  another 
doctor.  Mr  Wolfson  was  told  of  the  rules 
on  charging  for  drugs  but  prescriptions 
continued  to  be  dispensed  wrongly  after 
he  was  warned. 

Among  the  prescriptions  in  the  boxes 
was  one  written  by  Mr  Wolfson  to  Mr 
Goodman  for  120  cimetidine  tablets, 
costing  £17.87.  That  number  of  tablets 
could  in  no  way  be  described  as  an 
emergency  supply,  which  would  have 
been  permissable.  When  Mr  Goodman 
was  questioned  he  described  it  as  a  perk  of 
the  job. 

The  internal  auditor  also  found  that 
medicines  with  an  expiry  date  some  six 
months  ahead  had  been  removed  from  the 
shelves  without  authority  and  put  into 
boxes  to  be  sent  to  a  charity  for  use  in 
Africa. 

After  a  two-day  hearing  the  case  was 
adjourned  to  January  1 1  when  Mr 
Wolfson  and  Mr  Goodman  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  answer  the  allegations. 


BOOKS 


The  drugs  handbook  1983-84  Professor 
Paul  Turner  and  Dr  Glyn  Volans.  168pp, 
paperback.  ISBN  0  333  34974  1 .  £4.95. 
The  Macmillan  Press  Ltd,  4  Little  Essex 
Street,  London  WC2R  3LF. 
The  book  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  UK 
prescription  products  and  more 
significant  non-prescription  medicines 
under  both  trade  and  brand  names.  For 
each  product  a  short  paragraph  describes 
their  mechanism  of  action,  therapeutic 
indication  and  main  side  effects. 

The  book  is  intended  as  a  brief  guide 
for  a  range  of  health  care  professionals 
including  midwives,  nurses,  dieticians, 
radiographers,  social  workers  and 
medical  secretaries. 
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LETTERS 


DUFF,  MUGS 
and  WELU 

I  was  most  interested  to  read  the  letter 
from  the  director  of  the  Withernsea 
Economic  Logic  Unit.  It  made  me  think 
that  your  readers  may  be  interested  to 
hear  about  the  organisation  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  Grand  Master.  I 
refer  to  the  Department  of  Un-Fair 
Factoring. 

Whereas  1  believe  that  WELU  is 
probably  a  fairly  new  body,  DUFF  goes 
back  for  some  40  or  more  years  and  has 
its  origins  in  the  era  of  the  great  Orson 
Carte.  DUFF  is  technically  an  off-shoot 
of  the  Municipal  and  Urban  Gratuity 
Society,  which  acts  as  our  parent  body, 
but  of  which  we  take  little  notice.  In  fact 
every  member  of  MUGS  contributes  over 
£1 ,000  a  year  to  DUFF  funds  without 
realising  it! 

DUFF  started  in  a  very  small  way  but 
has  spread  quietly  and  insidiously 
thoughout  England  and  Wales  (especially 
the  West  Country)  though  as  yet  we  have 
been  unable  to  get  our  tentacles  over, 
round  or  through  Hadrian's  Wall.  Our 
members'  operations  make  the  WELU 
supermarket  and  corner  shop  look  like 


Prescription  posers 
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public  benefactors  since  our  service  is 
diabolical.  However,  we  make  our 
customers  sign  a  contract  preventing  them 
shopping  elswhere  without  our  written 
permission  and,  by  the  time  they  realise 
they  have  been  conned,  it  is  too  late. 

DUFF  started  up  because  most  of  our 
members  only  get  about  £20,000  pa  for 
their  proper  job  and  therefore  need  the 
extra  income  for  essentials  such  as  a  four- 
day  week,  private  education  for  three  or 
four  kids  and  three  holidays  a  year  (eg 
Canaries  two  weeks,  South  Africa  four 
weeks,  Bahamas  3  weeks). 

DUFF  is  very  proud  of  its  political 
lobbying  power.  Only  recently  MUGS 
pushed  through  a  piece  of  legislation  on 
our  behalf  which  will  doubtless  become 
known  in  some  circles  as  the  "Duffers 
Charter".  "Duffers"  we  may  be,  but  that 
is  not  because  we  are  thick,  but  because  of 
the  way  in  which  we  "Duff-up"  potential 
opposition.  We  do  not  rely  entirely  on  the 
Duffers  Charter,  but  usually  resort  to 
moral  blackmail  by  threatening  to 
withdraw  our  labour  and  leaving  our  tied 
customers  with  no  service  at  all.  Of 
course,  we  are  too  clever  to  do  this 
ourselves  but  employ  somebody  else  to  do 
it.  Somebody  like  an  ex-staff  member  is 
ideal  since  anybody  can  see  they  have  no 
connection  with  us  at  all. 

On  the  subject  of  staff,  our  code  of 
practice  demands  that  staff  are  hand- 
picked  and  must  have  two  essential 
qualifications: 

1 )  No  knowledge  at  all  of  our 
merchandise. 

2)  The  arrogance  to  assume  they  know  all 
about  our  merchandise. 

They  should  be  able  to  keep  all 
customers'  complaints  away  from  the 
manager  for  at  least  a  fortnight. 
However,  the  shop  may  be  allowed  one 
nice  assistant  to  thoroughly  confuse  the 
customers. 

This  is  then  a  brief  summary  of  DUFF 
and  its  aims.  I  would  like  to  get  in  touch 
with  WELU  to  find  out  where  this  'el 
cheapo"  foreign  staff  comes  from  and  my 
youngest  son  has  just  written  off  his  Lotus. 
Gerald  Percival  Rustic 

Divisive  plea? 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  PSNC, 
signed  by  chairman  David  Sharpe, 
entitled  "Pharmacy  demands  a  new 
deal".  (Also  a  leaflet  of  the  same  name). 
The  first  paragraph  of  the  letter  sets  the 
scene  and  is  factually  and  ideologically 
incorrect. 

However,  this  Government  is  pledged 
to  "privatisation"  —  not  to 
nationalisation  —  and  to  cut  spending 
and  taxes  in  order  to  increase 
profitability.  It  just  happens  that  in  order 
to  cut  spending  on  the  NHS  these  policies 


are  hurting  both  the  "small  man"  and  the 
big  investors  alike  in  community 
pharmacy. 

We  cannot  go  to  the  public  for 
support  on  the  basis  of  this  leaflet  and 
hope  to  gain  anything  other  than  sly 
amusement  at  our  discomfiture. 

We  can  go  to  the  public  on  the  basis  of 
a  fair  day's  pay  for  a  fair  day's  work. 

We  can  go  to  the  ministry  on  the  basis 
of  a  fair  wage  for  all  pharmacists.  This  of 
course  would  be  in  the  interests  of  all 
pharmacists,  but  not  in  the  interests  of  the 
big  investors  in  retail. 

The  final  paragraph  in  the  leaflet, 
stating  that  "the  more  efficient  and 
professional  pharmacist  is  penalised  and 
has  to  support  his  less  industrious  and 
conscientious  colleague,"  I  regard  as 
libellous.  But  more  importantly,  it  is 
divisive  and  a  plea  for  gains  for  the  big  at 
the  expense  of  the  small. 
K.  Hampson 
Godstone,  Surrey. 

Disgusted  of  Derby 

If  the  "Disgusted  corporate  pharmacist" 
(C&D  November  26,  p999)  gave  as  much 
time  to  serving  fellow  pharmacists  as  a 
member  of  his  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  he  would  discover  that  the 
voluntary  levy,  for  which  he  withdrew  his 
mandate,  had  already  been  paid  to  him 
(and  indeed  to  all  pharmacy  contractors), 
through  the  global  sum.  The  "profit" 
which  the  Government  taxes  is  really  the 
excess  levy  over  expenditure,  being  a 
claim  on  its  own  money. 

It  would  be  counter-productive  for  the 
LPCs  to  refund  excess  levies  as  these  are 
easily  adjusted  in  the  succeeding  levy 
period. 

May  be  if  the  "Disgusted  corporate 
pharmacist*"  gave  the  LPC  and  PSNC 
more  of  his  support,  these  bodies  may 
achieve  results  to  his  satisfaction. 
B.J.  Wilson 

Member  of  the  Derbyshire 
Pharmaceutical  Committtee,  Derby. 


D.A.  Norton 
Memorial  Fund 

Many  of  the  late  Professor  D.A.  Norton's 
former  friends  and  colleagues  have 
expressed  a  wish  to  establish  a  permanent 
tribute  to  mark  his  outstanding 
contributions  to  pharmaceutical 
education  and  many  aspects  of  pharmacy 
practice,  not  only  in  the  South  West  of 
England  but  also  at  the  national  level. 

The  school  of  pharmacy  and 
pharmacology  of  the  University  of  Bath 
has  opened  a  fund,  and  we  invite 
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contributions  from  "Dan's"  former 
colleagues,  students  and  friends,  as  well 
as  the  numerous  pharmaceutical 
organisations  with  which  he  was 
associated.  All  donations  should  be  sent 
to  Miss  S.M.  Hancock,  Administrative 
assistant,  University  of  Bath,  School  of 
pharmacy  and  pharmacology,  Claverton 
Down,  Bath,  Avon  BA2  7AY.  Cheques 
should  be  made  payable  to:  "D.A. 
Norton  Memorial  Fund". 

Anyone  wishing  to  discuss  the  fund  or 
make  proposals  regarding  the  nature  of 
the  tribute  is  welcome  to  contact  one  of 
the  undersigned. 
Professor  R.T.  Parfitt 
Head  of  the  school  of  pharmacy  & 
pharmacology 
J.E.  Rees 

Professor  of  pharmaceutics 
University  of  Bath. 

'Hot  gossip'  via  the 
MoH's  wife? 

I  do  not  know  if  Mr  Clarke's  (Minister  for 
Health)  wife  is  planning  to  leave  him  but 
the  enclosed  letter  has  been  "intercepted" 
and  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  of 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 
A.O.  Bond 

Glastonbury,  Somerset. 
Dear  Ken, 

Ever  since  you  found  out  that  I  was 
keeping  something  back  from  the  house- 
keeping —  and  it  was  only  because  1 
decided  to  go  for  one-stop  shopping  at  the 
supermarket  —  you've  been  impossible  to 
live  with. 

I  thought  that  the  arrangement  that 


the  marriage  guidance  people  sorted  out 
was  pretty  fair,  even  if  1  didn't  like  it 
much.  I  still  can't  quite  understand  why 
their  nice  counsellor,  David,  had  to  take 
us  out  for  dinner,  but  it  was  nice  to  see 
you  in  a  good  mood  for  a  change  that 
night. 

I  just  wish  those  solicitors  hadn't 
interfered,  because  now  that  you've  said 
that  you'll  rewrite  the  rules  (whatever  they 
may  be),  if  the  judge  finds  against  you, 
I'm  not  sure  that  I'll  ever  be  able  to  trust 
you  again. 

As  for  those  flirty  little  bits  of  fluff 
out  in  the  countryside,  whose  favours 
you've  been  paying  through  the  nose  for 
all  these  years;  although  they  haven't  been 
as  good  to  the  children  as  I'd  have  liked, 
I've  been  prepared  to  tolerate  them  and 
your  petty  little  ways  for  the  sake  of  the 
children.  But  now  I'm  not  so  sure. 

That  rich  lad,  Peter,  from  Surrey,  who 
put  the  idea  of  the  one-stop  shopping  in 
my  mind,  reckons  I  could  manage  on  my 
own  if  I  sell  his  new  peanut  butter  door  to 
door.  Mind  you,  as  usual,  I  think  there's 
far  more  in  it  for  him,  than  there  ever  will 
be  for  me. 

I'd  hate  the  kids  to  suffer,  but  unless 
you  are  prepared  to  agree  to  some  of  my 
suggestions  I'm  going  to  have  to  leave  you 
to  look  after  them  by  yourself,  as  I  can't 
think  of  anyone  who'd  want  to  stay  with 
you  once  they  get  to  know  the  kids'  or 
your  little  ways.  Some  of  the  youngsters 
will  expect  you  to  really  run  around  after 
them  and  you'll  have  to  be  quite  firm  with 
them  —  I  know  I've  been  a  bit  too  soft 
with  them  and  you  (I  expect  that's  my 
trouble).  Watch  how  many  pairs  of  shoes 
they  have  at  a  time.  They  grow  out  of 
them  before  they  get  the  wear  out  of  them 


and  it  isn't  nice  to  pass  old  shoes  on  to  the 
younger  ones. 

Really  Ken,  when  I  think  of  the  way  I 
helped  to  support  you  when  we  were 
engaged,  I  wish  that  we  could  stay 
together,  but  unless  you  show  that  you  are 
ready  to  give  up  those  country  girls  and 
really  make  our  marriage  work  —  and 
that  means  far  more  than  looking  after 
the  kids  —  we  are  through. 

Yours  more  in  sorrow  than  anger, 
"Mary  Pam  Susan" 


Vote  'community'' 

The  considerable  amount  of  cold  water 
poured  onto  Mr  Tanna's  motion  by  the 
Establishment  since  the  special  meeting 
shows  the  considerable  worry  of  our 
present  leadership  at  Lambeth. 

As  members  and  community 
pharmacists  we  have  a  duty  to  throw  out 
the  present  entrenched  members  of 
Council  who  do  not  care  for  community 
pharmacy,  at  the  coming  Council 
elections. 

Community  pharmacists  must  stand 
for  Council  and  show  to  government  and 
the  membership  that  they  are  not  going  to 
quietly  accept  everything  that  is  thrown  at 
them. 

Let  us  hope  that  in  the  coming  months 
this  will  be  remembered  and  that 
community  pharamacists  will  vote  in  large 
numbers  for  those  candidates  who  have 
their  interests  at  heart. 
A.D.  Allen 
London  E18. 

More  Letters  on  p!073 


Have  you  tried  the  herbal  way?        JS/t  T 


PLR  0250/5211 


Potter's  PMT  Tablets 

A  special  herbal  complex  in  tablet 
form.  You  take  2  tablets  three  times 
a  day  for  ten  days  before  the 
period  is  due  to  start,  and  then 
continue  for  the  first  two  days  of  the 
period.  There  are  100  tablets  in 
every  pack. 


Potter's  Diuretabs 

These  are  herbal  diuretic  tablets 
to  help  correct  the  tendency  of  the 
body  to  retain  excess  fluid.  You 
take  them  exactly  the  same  as 
the  PMT  Tablets  but  you  may,  if 
you  find  it  necessary,  continue  with 
the  course  for  the  whole  of  the 
duration  of  menstruation  and 
afterwards.  There  are  100  tablets 
in  every  pack. 

PMT  Tablets  (£2.72  RSP)  cost  £9.45  for  6.  Diuretabs  (£1.98  RSP) 
cost  £6.88.  Or  6  of  each  in  this  dual  outer  cost  £16.33. 


PMT  is  a  shorthand  expression  for  a 
combination  of  symptoms  which  accompany 
the  menstrual  cycle  in  many  women.  They 
usually  begin  several  days  before  the  period 
is  due  and  disappear  soon  after  its 
commencement. 

The  retention  of  excess  body  fluid,  an 
increase  in  weight,  swollen  ankles  and 
breasts,  a  certain  amount  of  pam  and  a 
general  feeling  of  being  unwell  are 
all  symptoms  which  can  be 
experienced  It  has  been 
said  in  the  past  that  women 
have  to  'grin  and  bear' 
these  monthly  discomforts. 
But  we  at  Potter's 
don't  believe  it. 
And  we've 
formulated 
Potter's  PMT 
Tablets  and 
Diuretabs  to 
prove  it! 


Potter's 


Potter's  (Herbal  Supplies)  Limited,  Wigan,  England. 
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Chemist  &  Druggist 
Directory  1984 

The  only  comprehensive  annual  reference  source  for 
the  entire  pharmaceutical  profession. 
Retail  and  hospital  pharmacists, wholesalers, 
manufacturers . . .  everyone  needs  the  new, 
updated  even  better 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1984 

Seethe  vital  information  this  year-round 
reference  work  contains: 

*  INVALUABLE  TABLET  AND  CAPSULE 
IDENTIFICATION  GUIDE  including  over  100 
new  products. 

*  BUYERS  GUIDE  TO  PRODUCTS. 

An  A-Z  of  over  6,200  products. 

""m  Completely  revised  and 

updated  for  1984.0ver  3,000  +  MANUFACTURERS  AND  SUPPLIERS  INDEX. 

vital  changes  in  the  Manufacturers        _        _  . .  . 

and  Suppliers  section"  alone!        «  IVAHf  ..  \i  K  M.J  CO  01  pan  ICS  I  IStedl. 

*  PHARMACEUTICAL  ORGANISATIONS. 

*  HOSPITAL  PHARMACISTS.Pharmacy  Depts, 
Emergency  Services,  NHS  Pharmaceutical 
Officers, Local  Pharmaceutical  Committees. 

*  MULTIPLE  RETAIL/WHOLESALE  OUTLETS- 

full  addresses. 


Retail  Pharmacists 
All  these  facts  in  ONE  VOLUME! 

*  What's  what  under  the  NHS 

*  Drug  Interactions 

*  Mis-use  of  Drugs 

*  Statutory  poisons/ 
medicine  acts 


Because  you  must  have  the  latest  changes,  new  facts  and  the  right  answers  -  permanently  at  your  fingertips 

ORDER  YOUR  COPY  NOW 


•Al- 


chemist &  Druggist  Directory  1984  -  Priority  Order  Form 

Please  supply   copy/ies  of  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST  DIRECTORY  1984  (Published  December  1983) 

Price:  U.K.  £35.00  —  Overseas  £39.00  (including  post  &  packing) 


Name: 


Position: 


Company: 


Please  complete  in  BLOCK  CAPITALS 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Country: 


Telephone: 


Telex: 


Please  specify  type  of  organisation: 

□  Retailer  □Wholesaler/Distributor  □Manufacturer 

□  Health Authority/Board  □Hospital 

Other  (please  state)  

ANNUAL  RENEWAL  Initial  here  if  you  wish 
to  repeat  this  order  for  future  editions   


SENDTO: 

Directories  Order  Department 
Benn  Business  Information  Services  Ltd., 
Union  House, Eridge  Road.TunbridgeWells, 
Kent TN4  8HF Tel:  Tun.Wells  (0892)  38991 


Benn  32513 


ASSOCIATION  OF  BRITISH 
DIRECTORY  PUBLISHERS 


EUROPEAN  ASSOCIATON  OF 
DIRECTORY  PUBLISHERS 
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Continued  from  pi  071 


Selora  leaflets 

It  has  been  brought  to  our  attention  by 
Beecham  and  by  Bovril  that  their 
registered  trade  marks  were  used  in  the 
leaflet  "The  sodium  content  of  some 
everyday  foods"  published  by  us  in 
connection  with  our  sodium-free  salt 
substitute  Selora. 

Winpharm  regret  the  inclusion  of 
those  trade  marks  and  any  damage  that 
may  have  resulted.  The  leaflets  are  no 
longer  being  distributed  and  an  undertaking 
has  been  given  by  Sterling-Winthrop  to 
Beecham  and  Bovril  not  to  use  these  trade 
marks  in  this  connection  in  the  future. 

Winpharm  are  recalling  any  few 
remaining  leaflets  held  by  pharmacists 
and  I  would  be  grateful  if  any  readers  who 
still  have  copies  of  the  leaflets  could  either 
return  them  direct  to  the  Winpharm  office 
or  hand  them  to  the  Winpharm 
representative. 
Bernard  Hardisly, 
Managing  Director, 
Winpharm,  Surbiton,  Surrey. 


Regulations  on 
veterinary  drugs 

A  series  of  Regulations,  coming  into 
operation  on  December  21,  affect  the 
manufacturers  and  wholesalers  of 
veterinary  medicines. 

They  are  The  Medicines  (Applications 
for  Product  Licences  and  Clinical  Trial 
and  Animal  Test  Certificates) 
Amendment  Regulations  1983  (SI  1983 
No  1726,  HMSO  £0.75);  the  Medicines 
(Exemption  from  Licences)  (Wholesale 
Dealing)  Amendment  Order  1983  (SI  1983 
No  1728,  HMSO  £0.75);  The  Medicines 
(Applications  for  Manufacturer's  and 
Wholesaler  Dealer's  Licences) 
Amendment  Regulations  1983  (SI  1983 
No  1725,  HMSO  £0.75)  and  The 
Medicines  (Standard  Provisions  for 
Licences  and  Certificates)  Amendment 
Regulations  1983  (SI  1983  No  1730, 
HMSO  £1.30). 

The  Medicines  (Leaflets  for 
Veterinary  Drugs)  Regulations  1983  (SI 
1983  No  1727,  HMSO  £1.30)  detail  the 


particulars  needed  in  leaflets  supplied 
with  proprietary  and  ready-made 
veterinary  drugs.  The  Medicines 
(Labelling)  Amendment  Regulations  1983 
(SI  1983  No  1729,  HMSO,  £0.75) 
prescribe  other  particulars  required  on 
labels  or  packs  of  veterinary  drugs;  these 
Regulations  do  not  come  into  effect  until 
December  21  1985  for  products  granted  a 
licence  before  December  21  1983.  The 
Medicines  (Restrictions  on  the 
Administration  of  Veterinary  Medicinal 
Products)  Regulations  1983  (SI  1983  No 
1732,  HMSO  £0.75)  prohibit 
administration  of  unlicensed  products 
and  The  Medicines  (Medicines  Act  1968 
Amendment)  Regulations  1983  (SI  No 
1724,  HMSO,  £0.75)  require  importers  of 
veterinary  drugs  to  hold  licences. 

BP  Addendum 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia  1980 
Addendum  1983,  published  last  week 
(HMSO  £10.50),  contains  101 
monographs  on  substances  not  previously 
included  in  the  BP.  There  is  a  revised 
monograph  on  insulins,  and  a  revised 
section  on  methods  of  sterilisation 
embodies  the  principles  adopted  by  the 
European  Pharmacopoeia  Commission. 
The  limit  of  free  salicylic  acid  in  aspirin 
tablets  has  been  relaxed  from  0. 15  to  0.3 
per  cent  but  for  other  aspirin  preparations 
the  limit  is  0.6  per  cent. 


A  "Chemist  only"  product 
available  from  your  wholesaler 


i*0dem  denture 


C(*nents  226  mi 


the  big  pock  with  the  low  price 

the  solution 
for  cleaner  dentures 

Now  backed  by  a  brand  new 
national  advertising  campaign 
designed  to  increase  your  trade. 
Make  sure  you  have  sufficient 
stocks  to  meet  the  demand. 

Macarrhys  Laboratories  Ltd  Romford  Essex  Tel:  Romford  46033 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


OHE  argues  for  government 
help  in  drug  development 


Economic  and  not  innovative  restraints 
are  holding  up  development  of  new  drugs. 
Rising  costs  and  risk  factors  are  forcing 
pharmaceutical  companies  to  channel 
research  into  "safe"  areas,  where  the 
market  potential  is  promising  and  where 
knowledge  exists,  according  to  a  report 
from  the  Office  of  Health  Economics. 

The  OHE  argues  that  government  has 
a  major  role  to  play  in  the  evolution  of 
new  medicines.  It  must  make  available 
adequate  funds  for  medical  research 
undertaken  in  academic  centres,  and 
ensure  that  the  regulatory  and  economic 
environment  within  which  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  has  to  operate  is 
consistent  with  innovation  as  a 
commercial  objective. 

Expenditure  on  medical  research  has 
reached  a  new  peak  in  spite  of  this.  More 
than  £600  million  was  spent  on 
investigating  disease  and  potential  new 
treatments  in  Britain  in  1982  contrasting 
with  £207  million  recorded  just  five  years 
earlier. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  is  the 
major  contributor  to  today's  record  level 
of  spending,  allocating  £419  million  to  its 
research  and  development  programme  in 


1982. 

In  spite  of  increases  in  research 
funding,  an  OHE  analysis  shows  that 
there  has  been  no  corresponding  growth 
in  the  output  of  new  medicines.  An 
average  of  only  20  new  chemical  entities 
now  become  available  each  year 
compared  with  twice  that  number  in  the 
early  1960s.  The  report  notes  that  this 
trend  has  been  a  world-wide 
phenomenon. 

The  primary  explanation  for  this 
development  is  the  soaring  cost  of 
transforming  a  laboratory  chemical  into  a 
prescribable  medicine,  says  the  OHE.  The 
average  cost  of  developing  a  new  medicine 
by  a  pharmaceutical  company  falls 
between  £50m  and  £90m  over  a  period  of 
10-12  years. 

Despite  this,  a  number  of  innovative 
new  medicines  have  appeared  in  recent 
years.  But  the  OHE  is  concerned  that  a 
continuation  of  recent  trends  might  deny 
society  the  therapeutic  promises  suggested 
by  current  research  efforts. 
"Pharmaceutical  Innovation:  recent 
trends,  future  prospects",  OHE,  12 
Whitehall,  London  SW1A  2DY.  Price  £1. 


March  adjournment 
in  Chanel  case 

The  case  in  which  three  East  London  men 
are  accused  of  involvement  in  a  plot  to 
manufacture  and  sell  Chanel  perfume  was 
adjourned  by  magistrates  at  High 
Wycombe  on  Monday,  until  March  28 
next  year. 

Robert  Sinclair  Coles,  37,  of  Ley 
Street,  Ilford;  Raymond  Young,  25  of 
Churchill  Terrace,  Chingford  and 
Stephen  Jory  of  Trelawney  Estate, 
Paragon  Road,  Hackney,  are  accused  of 
conspiring  together  and  with  persons 
unknown  to  manufacture,  package  and 
offer  for  sale  Chanel  No.  5  perfume  with 
intent  to  defraud. 

Their  bail  was  continued. 

Channel  Systems  go 
to  Sandhurst 

Channel  Business  Systems  have  been 
acquired  by  the  Sandhurst  Group  of 
companies.  This  new  division  of  the 
Group,  headed  by  Martin  Booth  and  two 
senior  consultants,  Lou  Gibson  and  Phil 
O'Connell,  will  form  part  of  the  business 


Duphar  UK  have  extended  their  office 
and  warehouse  space,  adding  16  new 
offices  and  480  per  cent  more 
warehouse  space.  Seen  here  at  the 
official  opening  are  Mr  G.  Kats  (right), 
managing  director  Duphar 
Laboratories  and  Mr  B.  Kwist,  general 
manager  pharmaceutical  division 
Duphar  BV 


equipment  and  communications  division. 

Channel  Business  Systems  specialise  in 
developing  software  packages  for  the 
retail  and  wholesale  trade.  Packages 
covering  pharmacy,  among  other  retail 
trades,  are  available  for  a  number  of 
systems. 


Beecham  look  good 
after  six  months 

Beecham  Pharmaceuticals  increased  their 
profitable  penetration  of  the  American 
antibiotics  market  in  the  six  months  to 
September  30.  Profit  from  both 
pharmaceuticals  and  consumer  products 
in  the  United  States  accounted  for  the 
greater  part  of  a  42.6  per  cent  rise  in 
trading  profit  in  the  Americas  as  a  whole. 

Worldwide  sales  for  the  six  months  to 
September  30  increased  by  20.6  per  cent 
to  £966. 2m  (£801. 2m  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year)  and 
trading  profit  is  up  15.5  per  cent  at 
£132. 3m  (£114. 5m). 

Results  of  overseas  companies  have 
been  translated  into  sterling  at  March  31 
rates  except  for  companies  in  Brazil  and 
Mexico,  for  which  September  30  rates 
were  used.  If  September  rates  were 
applied  to  all  companies  turnover  would 
be  reduced  by  £30. 5m  and  pretax  profit 
by  £3. 5m.  Results  for  last  year  have  been 
restated  at  March  31,  1982  rates. 

Beecham  Pharmaceuticals  continued 
to  trade  strongly  in  Europe  with  both 
established  products  and  with 
Augmentin.  The  pharmaceuticals 
business  was  also  buoyant  in  most  areas 
of  the  Middle  and  Far  East  and  in  Africa. 
The  situation  in  Japan  was  less 
satisfactory  as  a  result  of  a  compulsory 
reduction  in  antibiotic  prices  in  the  second 
half  of  1982-83.  The  interim  dividend  is 
being  raised  to  4.6p  (4.  lp). 

Parke-Davis  invest 
in  sterile  facility 

Chloromycetin  products  should  no  longer 
be  in  short  supply  now  that  problems  with 
the  gas  steriliser  used  to  sterilise  the 
plastic  bottles  have  been  resolved. 

Recent  upgrading  of  the  sterile  facility 
at  Parke-Davis'  Pontypool  plant  has 
involved  the  installation  of  three  new 
sterilisers.  Other  improvements  in 
equipment  are  due  shortly. 

The  ointment  manufacturing  facility  is 
being  upgraded  to  allow  for  the 
manufacture  of  up  to  one  tonne  of  sterile 
ointment  a  week.  New  filling  machinery  is 
due  to  come  on  line  around  Christmas. 
Parke-Davis  are  awaiting  delivery  of  an 
eyedrop  filling  machine  capable  of 
producing  150,000  units  a  week,  and  an 
ampoule  filler  due  for  delivery  in  March 
will  give  the  capacity  to  produce  some  six 
million  units  a  year. 

This  capacity  will  far  exceed  that 
presently  used,  giving  the  company  the 
opportunity  to  take  on  contract 
manufacturing.  The  sterile  plant  at 
Pontypool  also  offers  freeze  drying  and 
cytotoxic  handling  facilities.  The  plant 
was  built  last  year  and  validation  was 
completed  in  August  1982. 

Elsewhere  the  company  has  won  a 
tender  to  supply  nearly  seven  million 
bottles  of  Benylin  to  the  Middle  East. 
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>econd  time  round 
[or  Henara 

"he  flotation  of  Henna  Hair  Health 
|hares  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  together 
nth  the  offer  to  acquire  the  issued  share 
japital  of  Dixor-Strand  pic,  are  expected 
jo  proceed  in  the  next  few  days. 

The  announcement  by  holding 
Company  Henara  pic,  follows  an  earlier 
>ne  postponing  the  flotation  (C&D, 
November  26,  plOOl ).  Former  director 
and  partner  Martin  Vincent  had  alleged 
[hat  constituents  of  henna  hair  colouring 
powder  could  cause  aspergillosis  ear 
Infections. 

Henara  commissioned  both 
laboratory  tests  and  reports  by  two 
Independent  experts  —  one  a  Harley 
street  consultant  dermatologist  and  the 
)ther  a  senior  university  lecturer  in 
pharmacognosy.  They  confirmed  that 
|they  were  totally  unaware  of  any  adverse 
lealth  implications,  say  Henara. 

"The  laboratory  tests  were  entirely 
[satisfactory,"  the  company  says. 

OTC  purchases  by 
OAPs  increasing 

Over-the-counter  drug  purchasing  by  the 
over  60s  age  group  is  on  the  increase,  says 
a  report  by  Frost  and  Sullivan.  The 
average  yearly  figure  per  head  for  Europe 
I  could  be  as  high  as  $23  by  1987. 

The  over  60s  differ  from  the  general 
I  population  more  in  how  they  buy  than  in 
what  they  buy.  Shopping  is  seen  as  a 
social  function  and  the  local  pharmacist  is 
the  preferred  source  for  both  OTC  drugs 
and  personal  care  items. 

The  UK  market  for  personal  care 
items  totals  $301m  and  may  rise  by  as 
much  as  a  third  by  1987.  It  is  predicted 
also  that  the  more  luxurious  personal  care 
items  may  become  much  more  important 
as  the  need  for  high  standards  of 
appearance  stretches  into  later  life. 

Some  home  health  care  and 
preventative  medicine  products  have 
suffered  because  of  low  expectations  of 
good  health.  More  important  than  aches 
and  pains  is  incontinence,  products  for 
which  have  a  thriving  market. 

Health  foods  are  said  to  have  made 
little  impact  on  the  elderly,  as  stores  in 
which  they  are  mainly  sold  gear  their 
marketing  efforts  towards  young  adults. 

The  market  for  OTC  drugs  in  the  UK 
was  $10.1  per  capita  in  1982,  lying 
between  France  and  Italy  but  with  the 
market  in  Germany  about  2Vi  times 
larger.  By  1987  the  UK  market  is 
projected  to  be  $13.5  per  capita. 

A  limiting  factor  with  the  over  60s  is 
their  strongly  entrenched  brand  loyalties, 
which  emphasises  the  need  to  establish 
brand  awareness  in  the  young,  says  the 
report.  Report  E616,  $1,450,  Frost  & 
Sullivan  Ltd,  104  Marylebone  Lane, 
London  WIM  5FU. 


One  of  the  aircraft  used  by  the  Elan  International  express  parcel  service.  The  company 
says  that  a  recent  extension  of  service  means  pharmaceutical  suppliers  can  obtain 
next  day  delivery  of  goods  to  any  Benelux  country,  as  well  as  in  the  UK  and  Ireland. 
Elan  offer  door-to  door  collection  and  delivery  using  their  own  custom  clearance 
facilities.  Elan  International  Ltd,  Charter  House,  1  Sutton  Street,  Birmingham 


In  the  rhythm . . . 

A  totally  new  form  of  birth  control  is 
being  developed  by  Celltech  in  a  joint 
venture  with  Boots.  And  sales  prospects 
for  the  product  look  good  —  with  a  dozen 
household  names  in  the  industry  having 
already  approached  the  manufacturers. 

The  product  can  pinpoint  when  a 
woman  ovulates,  by  means  of  a  simple 
urine  test,  but  although  the  technique  for 
detecting  the  ovulation  period  has  been 
perfected,  the  product  is  not  likely  to  be 
seen  on  chemists'  shelves  for  another  two 
years.  David  Gration,  chief  executive  of 
Boots-Celltech  Diagnostic,  stresses  that 
the  product  is  still  at  laboratory  stage. 

Mr  Gration,  a  pharmacist,  was 
recently  appointed  to  the  board  of 
Celltech  Ltd. 

Drug  promotional 
overspend  slammed 

The  president  of  Wyeth  International,  Mr 
Bernard  Canavan,  has  accused  the  UK 
pharmaceutical  industry  of  "atrocious" 
overspending  on  drug  promotion. 

He  says  he  has  been  telling  UK 
colleagues  for  years  that  they  are 
overspending  and  are  going  to  kill  the 
goose  that  lays  golden  eggs. 

In  a  Financial  Times  report  of  an 
interview  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr  Canavan 
says  Wyeth's  marketing  and  development 
people  spend  more  money  in  the  UK  than 
in  all  the  European  Wyeth  companies 
combined.  [Wyeth  Laboratories  in  the 
UK  are  the  only  Wyeth  company  in 
Europe  with  an  R&D  laboratory.] 


Briefly . . . 


■  Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  is  to  invest 
I R£  1 .5m  in  a  development  laboratory  at 
their  drug  plant  in  Ballydise,  co 
Tipperary,  Eire.  The  new  laboratory  will 


provide  technical  back-up  to  the 
company's  European  manufacturing 
activities. 

■  CooperCare  Inc  of  California,  has 
received  grant-aid  to  build  a  IR£3.6m 
subsidiary  in  co  Kildare,  Eire  to 
manufacture  its  range  of  oral  hygiene 
products,  which  include  the  Oral  B  range, 
for  European  markets. 

■  Stiefel  Laboratories  plan  to  move  to 
Wooburn  Green,  Buckinghamshire,  and 
expect  to  occupy  their  purpose-built 
facility  in  September  1984.  The  new 
development  will  allow  for  expansion  of 
marketing  and  technical  service  divisions 
and  provide  a  25,000  sq  ft  distribution 
point. 

CONING 
EVENTS 


Monday,  December  12 

Macclesfield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  "Hague  Arms,' 
ICI,  Macclesfield,  at  8pm.  Wine  tasing. 
Plymouth  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Derriford  Board 
Room,  at  8pm.  Talk  by  Mr  Bisley,  A&H.  Wine  buffet 

Tuesday,  December  13 

Bedfordshire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Societ\,  Old  Moat 
House,  Moat  Lane,  Luton,  at  8pm.  Christmas  party. 
Leicestershire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Postgraduate 
Medical  Centre,  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester,  at  8pm.  Fine 
wines  presented  by  John  Hind. 

Thursday,  December  15 

Epsom  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Bradbury 
Postgraduate  Medical  Centre,  Epsom  District  Hospital,  at 
7.45pm.  Bernard  Hardisty  on  "HobbyPharm."  Refreshments. 

Advance  Information 

International  Spring  Fair,  National  Exhibition  Centre, 
Birmingham  from  February  5-9.  Inquiries  to  Condor  Public 
Relations  Ltd,  299  Oxford  Street,  London  W1R  I  LA. 
Afro  Hair  &  Beauty,  Bloomsbury  Crest  Hotel,  Coram  Street, 
London  WC1,  17  &  18  March  1984,  at  10am.  Exhibition 
featuring  technical  seminars  for  hairdressers.  Visitors'  tickets 
at  £3  on  Saturday,  £4  on  Sunday,  £2  for  students,  OAPS,  and 
children.  Contact  Jane  Hammond,  Trident  Public  Relations, 
19  Parkstead  Road,  London  SW15  5HS.  Tel:  01-876  3209. 
British  Institute  of  Regulatory  Affairs,  Lords  Banqueting  and 
Conference  Centre,  St  John's  Wood  Road,  London  NW8,  on 
January  25,  1984.  One  day  seminar  on  "The  EEC  commercial 
scene."  Details  from  BIRA,  13  Grosvenor  Place,  London 
SW1X  7EN  (01-245  9408). 

Sorchem  '84,  Empress  Ballroom,  Winter  Gardens,  Blackpool, 
from  March  30  to  April  I .  Chemists'  trade  and  professional 
exhibition.  Details  from  Trade  Exhibitions  Ltd,  Exhibition 
House,  Spring  Street,  London  W2  3RB  (01-262  2886) 
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CLASSIFIED 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 

Ring  Andrew  Mogridge  ext.  272 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Display  /  Semi  Display  £1 1 .00      Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 


per  single  column  centimetre, 
min  30mm.  Column  width 
42mm. 

Whole  Page  £950.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £500.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £280.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Series  Discounts 

5%  on  3  insertions  or  over. 
10%  on  7  insertions  or  over. 
15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


If  you  had  time  to 
evaluate  all  the  labelling 
systems  available  you'd 
probably  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  theNPA 


. . .  "the  full  Richardson  system  is 
arguably  the  best  we  have  seen'.' 

NPA  Pink  Supplement  August  1983 

Why?  . . .  because  it  is  quick  and  easy  to  use  and  gives  you  the  freedom  to  alter  as 

many  drugs,  cautions  and  dose  codes  as  you  wish  freedom  too  to  deal  with  any 

wholesaler  without  being  tied. 
You  can  choose  a  cassette  or  the  more  advanced  disc  system,  at  prices  from  £1 135, 
and  apart  from  labelling,  the  versatile  BBC  micro  computer  can  be  used  for  countless 
other  business  applications.  Many  users  claim  that  this  system  pays  for  itself  within 
months.  Can  you  afford  to  settle  for  anything  less? 

John  Richardson  Computers  Ltd.,  Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  Bamber  Bridge,  Preston  PR5  8AR.  Tel:  (0772)  323763 


Business  Opportunities 


AMENDMENT  TO 
OPTICIANS  ACT 

Established  optical  manufacturer  with 
saleable  range  of  spectacle  frames  and 
ancillary  products  is  interested  in 
discussions  with  companies  having 
substantial  distribution  to  chemist  and  other 
outlets,  in  anticipation  of  sale  of  optical 
merchandise  becoming  possible. 

It  is  foreseen  that  considerable  opportunities 
may  arise. 

Mutual  confidence  will  be  respected. 

All  correspondence  to 
BOX  C&D  3028. 


Appointments 


PLYMOUTH  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 


Applications  for  this  position  are  invited  from  suitably  qualified 
persons.  This  post  will  be  based  at  Derriford  Hospital  and  the 
successful  candidate  will  generally  work  as  part  of  a  team  with 
responsibility  for  in-patient  services  to  a  specific  group  of 
3  wards.  This  will  include  top-up  services  and  medicine  trolley 
checks  for  the  drugs  dispensed  for  Derriford  in-patients.  In 
addition  to  these  duties  the  post  holder  will  participate  in 
routine  supply  procedures  for  other  units  serviced  by  the 
Derriford  pharmacy.  This  may  also  include  assisting  with  the 
TPN  services  and  other  special  intravenous  drug  preparation. 
Salary  &  Conditions  of  Service  according  to  the  Professional  & 
Technical  Staffs  B  Whitley  Council  (Salary:  £4,283-£5,604). 


For  further  information  and  application  form,  please  contact 
Mr  M  W  Vere  District  Pharmaceutical  Officer,  Plymouth  Health 
Authority,  Pharmacy  Department,  Derriford  Hospital, 
PLYMOUTH.  Tel  No.  Plymouth  (0752)  792130. 
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Computers 


SALES  REPRESENTATIVES 

Health  Foods  and  Dietary  Supplements 

As  a  result  of  expansion  in  the  Company's 
activities  and  the  successful  launch  of  several 
new  products  recently  we  need  to  increase  our 
sales  force  calling  on  the  health  food  shops  and 
chemists. 
We  now  need  Experienced  Sales 
Representatives  for  the 
SOUTH  EAST  AND  LONDON  AREA 

We  offer  an  attractive  salary,  company  car  and 
other  benefits  associated  with  the  job. 

If  you  are  confident  of  meeting  our  requirements 
please  write  enclosing  your  C.V.  to:  — 
Managing  Director, 
Quest  Vitamins  (UK)  Ltd., 
Unit  1,  Premier  Trading  Estate, 
Dartmouth  Middleway, 
Birmingham  B7  4AT. 


Business  for  sale 


FOR  SALE  AS  A 
GOING  CONCERN. 

WHOLESALE 
CASH  AND  CARRY 
WAREHOUSE. 

PERFUMES  AND 
COSMETICS. 

Substantial  turnover  and 
profit  record.  Well 
established  connections  with 
all  sections  of  the  trade. 

Interested  parties  apply  in 
first  instance  to 
BOX  C&D3027. 


PHARMACOM  acho.yc°eu. 


^GAMA  -  An  advanced  computer  for  pharmacists 

5000  Drug  File  *  Product  Usage  Reports  *  Fast  Label  Printing 

*  Prescription  Count  *  Orders  &  Stock  Control  "  Accounts  &  VAT 

Returns  "  Payroll  *  Shop  Stock  Control  *  Electronic  Till  Input 

%  ALFA  -  A  low-cost,  fast  labelling  system 

Simple  5  digit  entry  system  *  Large  drug  file  *  VDU  and 
printer  *  FREE!—  New  letter  writing  program_ 

%  Full  cash  refund  on  both  systems 
after  trial  period 


im  TTtFR-^*^ 

— BUSHES  g&PUTEB  PBICE1 

B^ii- — —       Free  Seminars  in  Your  Area 


>fl£E-«00TOp 


Telephone   or  write   for  details  NOW! 


Gama  Computers 


Freepost 

742  High  Road,  Goodmayes,  llford,  Essex 


IG3  8SX 


Tel  01    597  3500 


Trade  Services 


Tablet  Production, 
Liquid  Production, 
Powder  Production, 
Packing  . . 


CONTRACT  PHARMACEUTICAL  SERVICES  LIMITED 
Park  Ro-.iJ.  Overseal.  Burton-on-Trent.  Siallbrdshiie 
Telephone  (02N3)  221616.  Telex  34134?.. 


Video  Rentals 


VICTORIA  RENTS 
VIDEO  LIBRARIES 

4,000  titles  from  171/2p 
weekly.  Free  exchange. 

London  —  01-930  6076 
Manchester  —  061-728  2309 
Glasgow  -  041-332  4351 


Stocktaking 


PHARMACY 
STOCKTAKING 

ECONOMICAL  FEES 
South  East  Stocktakers 

38  High  Street,  Ongar,  Essex 
Tel:  Ongar  364484    Hornchurch  41300 


Chemist  &  Druggist  10  December  1983 


1077 


Stock 

for  sale 

IMPORTS 
LTD 


DISTRIBUTORS  OF  FINE 
FRAGRANCES  AND  COSMETICS 

Wide  range  of  branded  French  perfumes  and  cosmetics  at 
competitive  prices. 

Contact: 
A  &  G  IMPORTS  LIMITED 
Unit  3.  Pilot  Ind.  Estate. 
West  Wycombe  Road, 
High  Wycombe,  Bucks. 
Tel:  0494  41273 
Open  Mon-Fri  9  arm-5.30  pm 
Callers  welcome. 


L 


n 

Y 


R 


s 


HURRY,  come  and  see  for  yourself, 

the  LARGEST  selection  in  the  UK  of 
the  FAMOUS  FRENCH  and 
the  very  BEST  of  BRITISH 
FRAGRANCES  and 
AFTERSHAVES,  a 

BREATHTAKING  collection  of 

C COSMETICS,  mountains  of 
CHRISTMAS  GIFT  SETS  and 
ACCESSORIES  galore. 
The  Highest  Quality  — 
at  the  Very  Lowest  Prices 
103-105  CHEETHAM  HILL  ROAD,  MANCHESTER  M8 
Open:  Monday-Friday  9  am-5. 30  pm 
Sunday  9.30  am-2  pm 
*  EASY  PARKING  &  LOADING  * 


BRANDED  COSMETICS  &  PERFUMES 

AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

Come  and  see  our  very  extensive  range. 
CASH  Er  CARRY:  Monday.Tuesday,  Thursday,  10am-8pm; 
Wednesday  &  Saturday,  9am-5prn:  Friday,  10am-6pm; 
Sunday,  10ann-2pm. 

We  also  offer  DELIVERY  SERVICE 
C.T.  MARKETING  LTD. 
New  Tythe  Street.  Long  Eaton.  Notts.  Tel:  06076  61517 


IMPORT/EXPORT 

Call  us  for  the  most  competitive  prices; 
The  best  range;  The  quickest  service; 
Cash  &  Carry  service. 


Telephone  or  write  to: 
EURO  CHEM  LTD., 
>/      3  Prince  Close,  Walworth  Industrial  Estate, 
Andover,  Hampshire.  Tel:  0264  59872  and  0264  59585 


ALAMI  IMPORT  &  EXPORT  LTD 


HANDK  E  RC  Ht€ F S  LOOSE  AND 
BOXED   RANGE  OF  TEA  TOWELS 
JACOUARD  AND  HANDLOOM 
TOWELS   PILLOW  CASES 
YELLOW  DLJSTERS  FACE  CLOTHS 
BABY  NAPP'L S   TERRY  SOCKS 
\wimm.i-  yira.      BULK  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


i'HigiGLADE  HOUSE 
19  &WMGSLAN0  ROAD 

lONQON  E?  8AA 
Tel  01  728  S501  (4lines) 

SuNAMU  'lOlip'afe:W'.'  8JJ9U1  Al  AMI  G 


FOR  SALE 

Chemist  fittings,  wall  fittings 
and  counters.  Ex-Lancashire 
shopfitters. 
Contact:  K.W.  Davies, 
32a  Cowbridge  Road  East. 
Cardiff.  Wales. 
(0222)  23760 


PERFUMES 

Wide  range  of  branded 
perfumes  and  toiletries 
available. 
Contact: 
D.M.  Wholesale  Supplies  Ltd. 
203  East  Lane, 
North  Wembley,  Middx. 

Tel:  01-904  9920. 
For  our  current  price  list. 
Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Fri 
10am  2pm  Sundays 


R  &  M  Taylor 
Wholesalers  Ltd 

46  Bruntcliffe  Road.  Morley. 

Nr  Leeds 
Telephone  Leeds  522171 

Have  a  large  selection  of  discount 
toiletries,  cosmetics,  perfumes  and 
medicines. 

Trade  only 
Hours  of  opening:  8  30-5.30 
Monday  Friday:  8.30  1  30  Sunday 


Shopfitting 


LEXDRUM 

0626  832308 

WE  OFFER  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 


LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon. 

I  0626  832308 


marspec 

ASJSHOPFITTING  LTD 

Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at  competitive  prices. 
For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 
Telephone:  0392  216606 
Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon. 


rfTTTTT.Mc  SHOPFITTING 
(J£XL|NE_  S£RV|CE 


INI.P.A.  &  NUMARK  APPROVED 

FREE  PLANNING  AND  ADVICE. 
FOR  YOUR  SHOPFITTING 
PROJ  ECT 

Contact:  -  LUXLINE,  8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD, 
BEDS.  Tel:  0525  381356. 


Everything  you  need  to  know 
is  in  this  FREE  pack,  sent  by 
return  of  post. 

SHOWRAX 

Tower  Works,  Lower  Road, 
Gravesend,  Kent,  DA1 1  9BE 
Tel:  Gravesend  (0474)60671 


Quality  and  original  Continental 
System  plus  total  package  NPA 
recommended  NO  system  matches 
UMDASCH  for  quality.  Prices 
pleasantly  competitive.  See  for 
yourself.  .  .  there's  no  obligation. 
Umdasch  Systems,  Apels 
Contracts  L  td,  Da/low  Road, 
Luton,  BedsLUJ  IFF. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  30833  NOW! 


ALPLM 


STORE  FITTINGS 
LIMITED 

For  the  ULTIMATE  in  pharmacy  design 
with  emphasis  given  to  individual 
requirements. 
Telephone:  0626  832059 
Northern  Sales: 
Carlisle  0228  47149 
Allplan  House.  Cavalier  Road,  Heathfield, 
Newton  Abbot,  Devon  TQ12  6TG  _ 
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THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependants  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
nclude  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica 
tions  for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,    concerning    education    or    training  at 
recognised  centres  of  study  for  general  or  special  subjects. 
For  additional  information, 
or  to  apply  for  assistance,  write  to:- 
The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House,  6  12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y  8DH 


COMPUTER  SELF  ADHESIVE. 
PEELABLE  DISPENSING  LABELS 


AS  ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  SPECIALIST  LABEL 
MANUFACTURERS  WE  HAVE  THE  FACILITIES  TO 
PRODUCE  THE  RIGHT  SIZE  COMPUTER  LABEL  FOR  YOU 
TO  SUIT  WHICHEVER  COMPUTER  PRINTER  YOU  HAVE 


Prompt  Delivery    wherever  you  are  situated,  we  are  never 
too  far  from  you  SOS  deliveries  3  4  days  Normal  delivery 
1  0  days  max 


Customised  Labels  Special  logo  and  lettering  if  required. 
Choice  of  5  ink  colours  Very  competitive  prices  No 

charges  for  blocks,  artwork  or  delivery 


For  further  details  write  to 
DIPPON  LABEL  COMPAMY 

Unit  1  1  .  Premier  Trading  Est  .  Dartmouth  Middleway,  Aston 
Birmingham  B7  4AT 


*    Tel.  021  359  8183(2  imesi  • 


LI 


LEMSIP 


PRIZE  DRAW 
WINNERS 


FIRST  PRIZE  £100 


1696 


SECOND  PRIZES  OF  £20 


0851 
7452 
3987 


4498 
6486 
1216 
2550 


0713 
7850 
5387 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM  THE  BRAND  LEADER  -  LEMSIP 
Winners  will  be  confirmed  by  post  and  prize 
cheques  will  be  despatched  direct  to  the  address 
shown  on  the  counterfoil. 


Is  your  business 
geared  for  PROFIT  ? 

Shopfitting  &  Design  can  create  the  right  environment  at 
the  right  price  to  allow  your  buisness  to  grow,  to  increase 
your  turnover  and  therefore  your  profit. 

We  were  the  first  company  to  pioneer  the  use  of 
'Continental  dispensing'  in  the  U.K.,  with  the  guidance  and 
constant  consultation  with  many  satisfied  clients,  we  now 
know  how  to  adapt  the  system  for  British  use . 


shop 
design 


Shopfitting  &  Design  Centre 
Heron  Rd,  Sowton  Ind.  Est. 
Exeter  Tel.  (0392)  37791/2 
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Don't  miss  out  on 
your  share  of  this  great 
pharmacy  success ! 


Each  tablet  contains: 
Paracetamol  PhEur  500mg 
Phenylpropanolamine  Hydrochloride  BP  25mg. 
Dosage:  Adults-two  tablets  initially  followed 
by  one  tablet  every  four  hours. 
RSP:  1 5  tablets  99p.  30  tablets  £1.65. 


£1,000,000  TV  support  right  through  to 
March  1984!    Over  180  spots  in  the  peak 
cough/ cold  season!  

^Sinuteb 

The  effective  formula  to  treat  congestion  and  pain 

WARNER 

For  further  product  information  contact  Warner-Lambert  (U.K.)  Limited,  Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire  S05  5RY.Tel:  0703  619791. 

♦Trade  mark  R83389 


